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Volume XVIII. 


(é] EDITORIAL. 
PRAYER. 

A prayerful soul, brothers, through the fa-e, 
Like perfume through a rose; 


No art can imitate the grace 
Of spiritual repose. 


The heart that talks with God in prayer 
Unconsciously imparts 

Some portion of the truths learned there 
To other minds or hearts. 








It needs no utterance of a word, 
It needs no page or book; 

What God speaks to the heart is heard 
In every act or look. 


Pray much; in pleasure, toil or rest 
Call on that Unseen Force, 
And let your heart kneel in your breast, 
Communing with The Source. 
—Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 


THE SPIRIT OF BREADTH. 


OTHING is more tempting than the de- 
sire to be classified theologically as well as 
socially. We have men all around us who 
hunger to be known as “broad” or as “or- 
thodox,” as of “the new theology,” or as 
“Bible Christians,” and so on, according 
to their varying interests and associations. 
Of all their inclinations the one which is 
most alluring is undoubtedly the title 
“broad.” That word carries with it such 
an atmosphere of freedom, of life, of sym- 
pathy, of genial energy that very few men indeed 
have not felt its attractiveness. And of course this 
feeling is sharpened by the universal desire to escape 
the terrible alternative. of being called “narrow.” In 
fact, there are many people who use the word “broad” 
as if it were an equivalent for the word true. We wish 
to ask, and it may be, to answer the question, what 
ought we to understand by the word “broad” and to 
what class of theological leaders is it appropriately 
applied ? 

In ordinary circumstances a man’s breadth is sup- 
posed to be shown rather by the doctrines which he 
denies than by those which he affirms. Thus a Uni- 
tarian, or a man moving in that direction, is said to be 
broader than a man convinced of the Deity of Christ 
and holding some form of Trinitarianism. But if a 
man goes further off than Unitarians like Channing or 
Martineau, if he names our Lord easily and comfort- 
ably alongside and in the midst of Plato and Shake- 
speare and Goethe, he will most certainly claim to be 
“broader” than those who still give the unique suprem- 
acy to Jesus Christ. So, with the doctrine of the 
atonement a man who has given up the position that 
Christ is in any sense a substitute for mankind as he 
dies on the cross receives the honor of being called 
“broad” as compared with the man who holds to a 
vicarious sacrifice as the ground of forgiveness. The 
latter may be a more learned man, a more sympathetic 
soul, a deeper thinker, but he is not so broad as the 
former. In relation to the Bible the same distinction 
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the Koran and the sacred books of the East, is 
“broader,” we are to understand, than he who, it may 
be, again with wider scholarship and wider vision, 
believes in the Bible as the word of the living God. 

Undoubtedly there is something wrong here in our 
use of words and a prejudice is excited against some 
men which they do not deserve and an honor is given 
to others which they have not earned. It must be per- 
fectly obvious the moment it is said that if God lives 
then the convinced Theist is a much broader man in 
his actual grasp of truth in the relation of his mind to 
the facts than the man who is in doubt on that subject. 
If the law of substitution underlies all history alike of 
nature and of man, and if on the cross God himself has 
come under the sweep of that law in sheer love for 
man, then the man who holds this with heart and soul 
and mind is really a much broader man than he who 
cannot see it and merely hates it. 

Look at it as we may the word “broad” ought not to 
be applied to the opinions which a man holds unless 
we believe that they are true. Only to deny what the 
majority in the church have held is not in itself a sign 
of breadth of mind; for if the majority have been right, 
then they are the broad church. Pilate was not a 
broader thinker than Jesus because he was able to 
sneer at the profound convictions of his august Pris- 
oner. The judge who called Paul mad because Paul 
had very definite things to say about the new gospel 
did not prove his own breadth thereby. Neither is 
the Theosophist broad because he smiles superciliously 
at the Theist, nor is the Theist broad because he says 
it is unscientific to believe in the miracle of the resur- 
rection, nor is the Universalist broad because he says 
that all men ought to be saved and therefore all men 
shall be saved. 

Origin ef Term ** Broad.” 

The fact is that the word “broad” was at first used 
in relation to certain exclusive claims made by certain 
sections of the Christian church. The first men to 
wear the title, and very unwilling they were to be so 
labeled, were men like Arnold of Rugby, Frederick 
Maurice, Charles Kingsley and Dean Stanley. They 
were so called because they refused to acknowledge the 
ecclesiastical pretensions of the High Churchmen on 
the one hand and of the Low Churchmen on the other. 
It was not theological conviction against which they 
directed their battle but the narrowness of sectarian 
claims. On fundamental matters of the faith Maurice 
held tenaciously to the central positions of the Church 
catholic. He defied the spirit of exclusion, of intol- 
erance, of prejudice. It is a matter of history that the 
word “broad” which was first applied to these men 
against their will was gradually assumed by various 
groups of men on the ground that they denied certain 
doctrines and affirmed others. Thus it came about 
that a man’s breadth is now measured by his capacity 
to deny or his incapacity to believe what ordinary 
Christians affirm and accept. 

It is the Spirit of Breadth which is attractive. It is 
because that Spirit is pure and kind and keen and 
strong that so many men are fascinated by the name. 
We admire it wherever we find it, in a Luther or in a 
Spinoza, in a Martineau or in a Bushnell, in a Henry 
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impertinence for any man to claim that he is “broad 
merely because he does or does not profess to hold a 
certain opinion. That he arrogates the title for himself 
and his group makes us suspect that he neither under- 
stands nor possesses the Spirit of Breadth. 


What Is the Spirit of Breadth? 


What is that Spirit? We shall name just three 
qualities by which its presence in any man may be 
discerned. 

In the first place he must hold his own conviction 
definitely, firmly and sincerely. The man whose faith 
is all a haze, is not broad; he is nothing. The basis 
of all spiritual life must be at last connected with cer- 
tain powerful, clear beliefs, grounded in an ultimate 
authority and grasped as a prize that must be kept 
forever. 

In the second place the “broad” man must seek to 
understand and even sympathize with the man who 
doubts or denies what is dearest to him. This is a 
gift of God’s grace. It can only be won on our knees 
and in the school of Christ and his apostles, in the 
atmosphere of the real New Testament. It must not 
imply or create weakness in one’s own convictions ; it 
must grow out of the memory of one’s own battles for 
the truth and not of insight into the complexity of the 
human mind. The subtlety of the influence of sin on 
all man’s life and chiefly upon his opinions is the 
dread and deadly fact which the man of the broad 
spirit will always hold in view for his own humbling 
and the stirring of love in his heart toward all men. 

And in the third place the Spirit of Breadth will 
keep a man from taking action against his brother 
man on doctrinal grounds. This is the hardest lesson 
for the narrow mind to learn. The narrow man thinks 
he is doing God service when he persecutes a heretic 
out of his own fellowship. To him exclusion is the 
immediate duty and a possible effort to enlighten and 
save his brother must come second. The Spirit of 
Breadth is the spirit of the Savior who would even 
die to save his brother from a false belief, and who 
sees that to shut that brother out of fellowship is the 
way to make his conversion infinitely harder to 
achieve. 

In fact the Spirit of Breadth ought to fill those who 
hold with most conviction the profoundest truths of 
the gospel salvation through Jesus Christ, and to fill 
them more than any other. He is of the broad church 
who believes these highest things about the Son of 
God and goes forth in the might of love and truth to 
convince the world by the power only of the Spirit of 





A PRAYER. 


Duties are pressing on me, 

And the time for work is brief; 
What if with purblind vision 

I neglect the very chief? 


What if I do with ardor 

What a thousand could, maybe, 
And leave undone forever 

What was meant for only me? 


From that, O Master, save me! 

Move my hand, thought, voice, and pen, 
To their peculiar service 

In this world of needy men! 


And, oh! whatever labors 
Are not finished with my day, 
Let them be for self—for others 
Grant the doing, Lord, I pray! 
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Drummond or in a D. L. Sody. It is, therefore, an THE PLACE OF THE DOC- 


TRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
CHRISTIAN TRVTH. 


HE Holy Spirit is no longer ‘‘the neglect- 
ed term of the Trinity.” Nor is the doc- 
trine of the Holy Spirit any longer passed 
over in silence by the pulpit. No themes 
awaken more interest at religious gather- 
ings than these which relate to the extent 
and nature of the Spirit’s work. They 
are among the living issues of the day to 
the study of which many minds are turn- 
ing. 

tT hat the elucidation of this vital doc- 
trine should have been left to the present age is only 
what might have been expected. In the development 
of truth the revelation of God in the Spirit comes last. 
“The succession indicated in the terms Father, Son 
and Spirit is a philosophic and progressive culmina- 
tion,” says Dr. Parker. “The holy man is followed by 
the holy Spirit,” says Bishop Andrews. 

Looking at the doctrine of the Holy Spirit in its 
relation to the law of development which is the only 
way in which it can be intelligently viewed—we learn 
that the Spirit is now speaking to the church, giving to 
her an ever-enlarging revelation of Christian truth. 
He is leading her into all the truth, correcting her 
errors, dispelling her darkness, and giving to her a 
clearer knowledge of the ripening purpose of redemp- 
tion that runs through the ages. He causes new light 
to break from God’s Word and works, as fast as she is 
able to bear it. He has nothing essentially new to 
teach. The truth into which he leads the church is 
not the truth as it is apart from Jesus, but the truth as 
it ‘s in Jesus. His specific mission is to reveal Christ ; 
tounfold the glory of his nature; to bring to light what 
lays hidden in the depth of his consciousness ; to make 
known something of the fathomless meaning cf his 
words ; to take the things of Christ and show their real 
significance to his people; thus leading them into all 
the truth which Christ seminally revealed alike in 
what he said and in what he did. His progressive 
revelation is a progressive revelation of Christ. All 
that he makes known is what has been hid in Christ 
as the flower is hid in the seed waiting for the time of 
unfolding. 

A Growing Gospel. 


And because the revelation of Christ which the 
Holy Spirit is now giving is a growing revelation, the 
gospel to be preached is a growing gospel. Although 
ever the same in its essential elements, being in this 
sense “an everlasting gospel,” it is constantly enlarg- 
ing in the thoughts of men, and in the circle of things 
which it embraces. We come to the end of many 
things, but we can never come to the end of the sav- 
ing knowledge of the risen, living, reigning, conquer- 
ing Christ whom the Holy Spirit is constantly re- 
vealing. The light which the Holy Spirit causes to 
break upon this benighted world from his teach- 
ing, from his cross and from his life is the light in 
which all men are to walk; a light which shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. 

The Holy Spirit is also imnparting to the church an 
ever-increasing measure of the life of Christ. He 
is the agent by whom Christ is fulfilling the purpose of 
his earthly mission as expressed in the words, “I am 
come that ye might have life, and that ye might have 











June 9, 1901 


THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST. . 








it more abundantly.” The coming of the Spirit at 
Pentecost marks the beginning of a new creative epoch 
in which Christ works from the center of personality 
to the circumference of the social circle, until he be- 
comes the indwelling life of the world. He gives to 
the world not a new ethical code but a new life. He 
breathes upon his people, saying, “Receive ye the Holy 
Spirit” ; receive ye the breath of my life; let my Spirit 
dwell within you as the animating power in your lives. 
“The Holy Spirit,” says Archer Butler, “lives in the 
soul under this dispensation as the Spirit of Christ.” 
In Christian experience the Spirit of Christ is the spirit 
of man. So that “if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ he is none of his.” 
Influence on Inner Man. 

Signs of a power at work upon the inner man ap- 
pear in every Christian life. The Holy Spirit in the 
heart works out objectively into holy, Christlike char- 
acter. Those who have the spirit of Christ repeat the 
life of Christ. It was said of Dr. Scott of the Blan- 
tyre Mission in Africa, “To see him, and the Holy 
Spirit working in him made one as sure of the third 
person of the godhead as of the existence of Arthur’s 
Seat.” There is a kind of life which nothing, save the 
presence of the Holy Spirit of Christ in the heart, can 
explain. Christ is not dead—it was only his flesh 
that died. Quickened in the Spirit he lives again in 
the world. The new evangel in which his life is be- 
ing written is the life of him in whom his Spirit dwells. 
He ascended upon high that he might fill all things 
with his affluent life ; he descended again in the power 
of the Spirit as he had promised, that he might carry 
out this purpose by giving himself more and more for 
the life of the world. 

That the Holy Spirit is giving to the church an ever- 
increasing measure of spiritual power means that he 
is giving an ever-increasing measure of himself. For 
he is the power of God in its highest form. He is 
Heaven’s ultimate gift of power—a gift, moreover, not 
simply offered, but given. There is more of the Spir- 
it’s power yet to be got, but there is not more to be 
given. The fulness of his power ever waits for the 
readiness of man to appropriate and use it. The prob- 
lem of utilizing reserved resources, which modern sci- 
ence is tackling with such marked success is the prob- 
lem with which the modern church stands face to face. 
Now it is reasonable to assume that the resources of 
the spiritual world which are held in reserve for the 
children of God are just as ample, and just as ade- 
quate to the ends to be gained, as the reserved re- 
sources of nature. And if there was never a time 
when men drew so largely upon the stored-up forces of 
nature and made such an extensive use of them, never 
was there a time when the church drew so largely 
upon spiritual forces and used them for a greater va- 
riety of practical ends. The limit of the Holy Spirit’s 
power is not yet reached; the possibilities touching 
what he can do for us and by us are not yet exhausted. 
For the larger work to which the church of to-day is 
called a larger measure of power is needed, and what is 
needed is provided. In the spiritual kingdom there 
is a perfect correlation between supply and demand. 

Ghe Day of the Lord's Power, 

In view of the false judgments which are formed in 
reference to the place which the dispensation of the 
Spirit occupies in the plan of redemption, it is well to 
remember that the dispensation of the Spirit is the 
day of the Lord’s power. The risen Christ is now 
accomplishing through the Holy Spirit what he failed 
to accomplish in the days of his flesh, which were the 





days of his weakness. He is gradually gaining the 
place of supremacy in the world’s affairs which be- 
longs to him by right. His kingdom is coming with 
inward power if not with outward pomp. From him 
originates a power which is constantly at work oppos- 
ing and overcoming all the forces of wickedness, and 
working steadily towards an ideal righteousness. His 
Spirit is the source of ail the moral progress of the 
age; as it is also the power by which the redemption 
of the world is yet to be accomplished. All! expecta- 
tions regarding the coming to earth of the kingdom 
of heaven that are not based upon the inworking of 
the Holy Spirit upon human souls, are vain. Unless 
the sociological movement of to-day is born of the 
Spirit it can never see the kingdom of God _ ‘The only 
power that can regenerate human society is the power 
that can regenerate human souls; the only power tl.at 
can bring into unity the discordant elements in hu- 
man life is the power that can bring discordant lives 
into oneness with God. When at length the work be- 
gun at Pentecost is completed and a great multitude 
whom no man can number out of every nation and of 
all tribes and peoples and tongues are seen standing 
before the throne and before the Lamb a new human- 
ity has been formed around a spiritual center, a new 
kingdom has been established by the operation of a 
spiritual power. The center of that new humanity is 
the Lamb, the power by which the kingdom is estab- 
lished is the power of the Holy Spirit. 


GHE POLITICIAN. 


HE passing away of Ex-Governor Tanner 
of Illinois recalls his political passing, 
which occurred only a few months ago. 
The career of a man like Mr. Tanner is an 
interesting study, exhibiting as it does all 
the elements of a successful politician who 
scrupled at nothing to gain partisan and 
personal ends. No one ever questioned the 
political ability and diplomatic skill of this 
man. Without, perhaps, a single element 
of real greatness, he was still one of those 

characters around which the interests of a rather selfish 
grade of political organizers naturally revolved; be- 
cause, however lacking in true leadership, he had the 
ability to become indispensable to those who were seek- 
ing to make use of the public interests for their own 
promotion or enrichment. In all the arts which make 
the typical politician of the time, he appears to have 
been accomplished. 

And yet the administration of Mr. Tanner and his 
continuance in power have for so long a time con- 
stituted one of the most serious blemishes on the fair 
name of this great commonwealth, that not even the 
disposition to say nothing evil of the dead could silence 
the impulse to point the lesson of such a life as this. 
It is from such leadership that the Republic may well 
pray to be delivered. The universal sigh of relief 
which went up from the people of Illinois when at the 
last election of the chief executive of the state, the op- 
portunity was presented for the first time in many years 
to make choice between men whose names were not 
synonymous with either dangerous political expedi- 
ents or disreputable methods is an interesting com- 
mentary upon some of the burdens which the citizens 
of free states permit themselves to carry. Our 





politics is still too much controlled by men 
of this class to be the true expression of 
popular will. Not even the most ardent 
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friends of Governor Tanner would, for a moment, have 
contended that his administration was in the interests 
of honesty, or that he was the real choice of the peo- 
ple. The utmost that could be pleaded was that he 
was popular with the men who were able to control the 
elections, and better satisfied the political interests of 
his party than any other man in sight. 

The overwhelming rebuke administered to him in 
the senatorial elections, and the rapid decay in the po- 
litical machinery of the state is one of the cheering 
notes of our present public life, and may be believed 
to herald the day when men of honor and integrity 
will be the only ones who shall dare aspire to places 
of trust within the gift of the people. This time can 
only come as the people appreciate their political duties, 
and assert themselves with unflinching loyalty, not to 
party, but to principle ; not to the rule of the politician, 
but to righteousness in the conduct of public affairs. 





SATAN IN THE GVISE OF 


A CALL. 


By the Visitor. 


HERE are three stages in the work of a 
successful minister of the gospel. One 
needs to say a_ successful minister, 
because there are other sorts. It 
is not of them I am speaking at 
this time. The three stages may be char- 
acterized as, first, that of obscurity, the sec- 
ond that of popularity and calls, and the 
third that of a fixed and permanent work in 
per which life comes to its richest fruitage. A 

ministerial career that is marked by these 
three stages may be said to be successful whatever 
may be said of those of different sort. Some of the 
characteristics of these three periods may be pointed 
out with especial reference to the dangers of the sec- 
ond. 

Entering Upon the Work of the Ministry. 


When a young man starts out in his life work as a 
minister of the gospel there is always a certain timid- 
ity and hesitancy and wistfulness in his bearing. He 
is full of hope not unmixed with apprehension as to 
the results of his work. He has for the most part 
a fitting appreciation of his own merits and hopes that 
he may have sufficient modesty and wisdom to merit 
the good approval of his people. Of course he feels 
that he has not yet reached the place for which he was 
intended. He has taken a small church becatise it was 
the best thing offered since leaving college and he is 
saying to himself that he proposes to make his mark 
here in such fashion that he will be noticed and needed 
in a larger field; nevertheless he is not impatient to 
get away. Indeed, like John Carmichael, he tells him- 
self that he hopes he will not receive a call to a large 
city church before the expiration of his first pastoral 
year. If he is a wise young man he will understand 
that the opportunities offered him by a small pastcrate 
are of the very highest value and that he will be likely 
to do more solid and extensive reading in the first year 
or two of his ministry in the small church where he 
has providentially been placed than in any subsequent 
year of his life. Happy is the man who knows this 





occasion and can use it to his highest advantage. From 
the stress and difficulties of a city pastorate a young 
man just from college or seminary ought to pray to 
be delivered as from a dread misfortune. He will prob- 
ably not understand the reasons for this attitude at first, 


but his work will soon prove the value of two or three 
years of quiet study and reading while he is win- 
ning his spurs in his first pastoral experience. 


The Turning Point. 


Then comes one of the turning points of his life. 
His work has been noticed by a larger church and as 
they are without a minister they send him a ten- 
tative call which throws him into a state of mind. 
His work is prospering where he is and he himself is 
growing in self-command and ability to do the best 
work of his life, yet there is a fascination about this 
call which he can hardly describe. It is the beckoning 
of a hand that invites him to a wider field, ampler 
financial rewards, and, withal, there is that subtle flat- 
tery implied in the call which persuades him that his 
talents are too conspicuous to remain in the obscure 
place he now holds. 

If he is a wise man he will carefully consider the 
meaning of this experience. Even a tolerable success 
is sure to bring him calls repeatedly, and many of these 
will be to fields which allure him with the promise of 
larger work and greater conspicuity. He may for 
ample and sufficient reasons decide to accept in due 
season one of these invitations to a more ambitious 


ministry. The probability is that such _ will 
often happen in the life of most min- 
isters, but what the Visitor is anxious 


to affirm with emphasis is that the success of a 
man’s life lies in inverse ratio to the changes in his pas- 
or three propositions. First, that if his work is at all 
successful there are many churches that will wish his 
services. There is nothing in this fact to flatter or 
unduly puff his pride. It is the experience of every 
man of fair success. Secondly, he must remember 
that the difference between a strong and weak man is 
the ability to regard these calls as the commonplaces 
of his work and the price which good service is likely 
to command in any field, but at the same time as_ the 
most subtle and dangerous temptation of his ministerial 
career. The call offers him an opportunity of evading 
the problem which is confronting him in his own min- 
istry. There are some factors in his congregation with 
which he finds it difficult to deal. New demands are 
constantly made upon him and the friction of the ma- 
chinery brings him at times to the verge of departure. 
It is just in such moments as this that the true metal of 
the minister is tested. The difference between the long 
pastorate and the short one lies in this ability of the 
truly strong man to grapple quietly and modestly with 
the difficulties of his position and surmount them while 
the weak man confronted by a hard situation grows 
peevish and impatient and is tempted by a call received 
at that moment to abandon his work and start in afresh 
with the whole foundation of a truly successful minis- 
ter to be laid elsewhere. 
Changes Sometimes Necessary. 


I am not denying that there are reasons why a min- 
ister should change his field of operation at times. 
There are now and then misfits of men and place even 
where the man is a strong man and the place is ordi- 
narily considered advantageous. But usually a man’s 
reputation with thoughtful people is made upon the 
basis of the permanency of his work. I know several 
men who are considered excelJent preachers, but of 
whom it is likely to be said, “Yes, he is a good man, but 
he doesn’t wear.” Such men become religious “round- 
ers.” They stay for a period of a year or even three 
or four years at a church and then leave because they 
haven't depth of root or power of adjustment or self- 
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restraint sufficient to give them the joy of permanence 
and the results that wait upon it. 
Permanent Ministry. 

There comes a third period in the life of a really 
great preacher, and this third period marks him as 
great. Circumstances deny this experience to some 
who may be in true senses strong men. But there is 
one experience that shows that a man may be consid- 
ered a really strong and effective minister of the gos- 
pel. This comes to pass when his ministry settles it- 
self into such permanent form that it is taken for grant- 
ed that he is a fixture. I know of no more honorable 
place to which a man might aspire than that which is 
recognized as no longer a matter of question or doubt, 
but fixed and unchanging with a life tenure, and such a 
man has reached the point where he no longer receives 
calls. It is not because he is not greatly appreciated, 
for there are probably few churches that would not 
consider themselves honored by believing that they 
could secure him as a pastor, but he has been able te 
impress himself upon his own people and upon the 
church to which he ministers as a man who is not to 
be tempted away from the field where he believes God 
has placed him, and his work increases in geometrical 
ratio of value every year of his lengthening ministry. 
What church would have ventured to extend a call to 
Mr. Spurgeon to leave the Metropolitan Tabernacle, or 
to Phillips Brooks to leave Trinity or to Mr. Beecher 
to leave Plymouth, or to Frederick William Robertson 
to leave his small field at Brighton? It was not that 
these men had reached the highest place to which they 
could aspire, but it was because they felt they were in 
a situation which offered them amplest opportunity for 
service. Nor is the generation of great preachers of this 
class extinct. Who would not feel disappointed if he 
learned of the propable departure of Joseph Parker 
from the City Temple, London, or Washington Glad- 
den from Columbus, or Frederick D. Power from 
Washington, or E. L. Powell from Louisville, or Geo. 
Darsie from Frankfort, or P. S. Henson or W. M. 
Lawrence from Chicago. Indeed, one would feel that 
there was a sort of insult in asking such a man to 
abandon his field and go elsewhere. The men and the 
place have become identified in some true sense. This is 
only a partial list of names that might be mentioned 
which have come to be effective most of all by the com- 
munity of service in a single field. 

Numerous Calls Not Greatest Flattery. 

If then a minister is tempted to feel flattered by 
numerous calls to change his pastoral relations let him 
understand once for all that the highest compliment 
that delicacy of appreciation of a work which 


has become so fixed that it no longer per- 
mits any man to trifle with what is under- 
stood to be the greatness and permanency of 


the ministry in which God has set him. I never meet 
one of these “long-time” men without feeling an ad- 
miration for the greatness of their patience and cour- 
age which has led them steadily to decline all induce- 
ments to abandon under any stress of provocation a 
ministry which must at many times have been difficult 
and perplexing and yet which has grown richer to its 
fullness of value by the very passing of the years and 
is destined to leave itself on record not as a mere ripple 
on the surface of the water, to which so many minis- 
ters doom their lives by impatience or foolish ambitions, 
but to be a well-marked line upon the shore indented 
by increasing waves of power and purpose through a 
series of years that closes only with the passage to 
the highest ministry in the presence of the King. 





NOTES AND COMMENTS. 
Dr. Stalker on Evangelistic Work. 

In answer to a query touching his attitu:le toward 
evangelistic work Dr. Stalker is reported to have said: 
“I believe in the diversity of the operations uf the 
Spirit, and in the widest diversity of experiences. 
I work for long results and also for immediate ones; 
and I believe equally in catastrophic and educative de- 
velopments.” 

Conscience of Politicians. 

Dr. Guinness Rogers tells of a certain politician to 
whom he had made an appeal on the ground of con- 
science. “When I have to manage an election,” said 
the politician, “I take conscience and everything of 
that kind and lock it in a box until after the affair 
is over.” “And are you able easily to find it again?” 
was the pertinent retort. 

Negation and Doubt. 

The end of theology is knowledge, the end of re- 
ligion is character. The first thing demanded of a 
religious teacher is that he have a definite and posi- 
tive message. Hunger-bitten souls turn away with 
disgust from those who attempt to feed them with 
the husks of negation. Carlyle once said to a preacher 
who was airing his doubts before him: “I have plenty 
of doubts of my own, and have no desire to have their 
number increased. If you have anything to say that 
will help and strengthen me, I will listen to you, but 
if you have not, for God’s sake hold your peace.” 

Bottomless Bathos. 

What consummate asses some men and preachers 
can make of themselves! At the wedding of Dr. Her- 
ron and Miss Carrie Rand, Rev. Wm. T. Brown, the 
officiating clergyman, is reported to have said: “This 
is the time for the muse of a poet and the speech of a 
god.” Rather was it a time for the scorn of men 
and the weeping of angels. To call that compact of 
companionship entered into “a sacrament” and “a 
divine event” is the sheerest nonsense. Nothing is 
more calculated to dissolve the bonds of our social 
order than such an open disregard of the sanctity of 
the marriage relation. 

Cuba and the Platt Amendment. 

The Platt amendment, giving the United States the 
right to interfere in Cuban affairs when it is necessary 
to preserve “Cuba libre” from destruction, has been 
adopted by the constitutional convention, but in such 
a way and under such comments and understandings, 
that it may make the path of the president very diffi- 
cult. So thinks the New York Times. In other words, 
it may mean a war with Cuba or that the United States 
will have to give up entirely the oversight of that 
little island. This is not a reassuring view of the sit- 
uation, but did we not go into the war with Spain that 
we might set Cuba free? We common folks who 
know nothing technically about the ways of politicians 
and latter-day statesmanship so understood it, and 
we are also of the opinion that truth and right do not as 
quickly change their nature or their obligation as 
politicians change their minds. 

Ghe Roman Church and Marriage. 

Not with any sectarian feelings, but with profound 
regret, should we think of the Romanist views of 
marriage. While claiming to stand for such a high 
ideal of marriage, and practically claiming that mar- 
riages outside of their fold are irregular, in countries 
where the church has had full sway they have brought 
about a very deplorable state of affairs with regard to 
the subject. When the light was turned on in Cuba 
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people beheld a sickening sight. The following dis- 
patch in the dailies shows the state of the case in our 
possessions in the Pacific: 

“The monks in the Philippines are accused of all 
kinds of atrocities. It is reported that the spread of 
concubinage is due to their refusal to perform the 
marriage service without large remuneration.” 

This is the fruit of a system which usurps the place 
of a definite revelation given from heaven, and places 
men and women, body, soul and spirit, in the hands of 
mere mortals. The church is not the guide of the 
human race. Christ is. The Bible is a record of 
revelation. It is the light by which we look upon the 
face and heart of the Master. The church is a body 
of witnesses to the living and ever-present Christ. It 
is no little sin, as the fruits of it show, for even the 
church to stand between Christ and the people. 


Creed Rewision. 


A substantial advance was made at the Presbyterian 
General Assembly in the matter of creed revision. 
The position taken is that a new statement of doc- 
trine is to be issued which will be supplementary to 
the Westminster Confession. It will be of the nature 
of a declaratory statement. In view of all the circum- 
stances in the case, this is on the whole a wise decision ; 
but it will be a difficult matter to get up a state- 
ment of doctrine which will harmonize with the ultra 
Calvinistic theology of the Westminster Confession. 
When this same work was undertaken in the United 
Presbyterian Church of Scotland some one suggested 
that the words of the preamble “consistently there- 
with,” which referred to the supposed harmony be- 
tween the declaratory statement and the confession, 
be changed into “inconsistently therewith.” There 
is good authority for saying that it is never advisable 
to sew a piece of new cloth upon an old garment. 


Is England Decadent? 


An article in the May Contemporary review on “The 
Economic Decay of Great Britain” says that country 
is on the downgrade and that she will be bankrupt in 
ten years, economically and politically, unless there are 
greater energy and genius than have yet appeared. “It 
is,” says the writer, “perhaps the grandest and at the 
same time the saddest, spectacle in the world to watch 
the decay of a mighty empire. This spectacle is at 
present afforded by Great Britain, with the whole 
world as spectators.” This vision is surely disquiet- 
ing enough, even to England’s relatives, but the possi- 
bility of it cannot be denied. Nations get their growth 
and serve their purpose in the world like individuals, 
and then other nations take the lead. The lights of 
English history are the brightest and its shadows 
among the darkest in the annals of the world. But 
should the nation even be blotted out, like the hypo- 
thetical blotting out of the fixed star, her light will 
shine on the pathway of the human race for ages to 
come; her shadows will be remembered as warnings. 
In the meantime let us remember that the pallbearers 
have not yet been selected for the funeral. 

Ghe Battle of the Giants. 


Hon. Henry Watterson and William Jennings Bryan 
are trying to adjust their political differences before 
the court of public opinion—at least Mr. Watterson 
comes forward with a long statement of their differ- 
ences. For that fact in itself we have no concern, but 


some of Mr. Watterson’s utterances are decidedly in- 
teresting. We infer that he would divorce morality 
from statesmanship and put success—which with him 
seems to mean getting into office—above all other con- 


“The baby Jonathan grown to 
manhood is going the gaits. It may be wrong. But 
moral platitudes will not stop him. * * * This 
may be good enough moral philosophy of the copy- 
book variety, but it is mighty poor statesmanship.” 
A majority of the American people think Mr. Bryan’s 
views of political questions wrong—about that we do 
not care now—but Mr. Bryan is right when he insists 
on taking morality into account in public questions. 
= in the long run that will prove to be statesman- 
ship. 


siderations. He says: 


An English Millionaires Views, 


An English millionaire is reported to have declared 
that the sweetest thing about having money is the 
power to tell anybody else “to go to the devil.” Which 
makes one think of an incident in France. Foulon, 
possibly in the heat of excitement, said: “The people 
may eat grass.” The remark was not forgotten, and 
later he was lynched; and to quote Carlyle’s account of 
it, “His body is dragged through the streets; his head 
goes aloft on a pike, the mouth filled with grass; amid 
sounds as of Tophet from a grass-eating people.” 

It is very interesting to know what men of vast 
means are thinking. They have immense influence on 
the ideals of the nation, and when we know a people’s 
ideals and methods of attainment it is easy to guess 
what they will finally come to unless turned aside by 
some new and unexpected force. 


The New Revival. 


That the air is tremulous with the near approach 
of some great spiritual movement is a very general 
belief. But let us be careful not to circumscribe the 
action of God’s free Spirit. The Lord’s thoughts are 
not always our thoughts, neither are his ways our 
ways. The blessing which is already on its way may 
be coming in a form in which we do not expect it. 
We may be looking for it in one direction while it is 
coming in another. God never repeats himself. The 
manifestations of his redeeming power are always 
more or less of the nature of a surprise. Hence the 
day of his visitation is seldom recognized when it 
comes. 

More important than looking for the new revival! is 
getting into the attitude that will bring it. When 
the conditions are supplied the blessing comes; when 
the water-pots are filled to the brim the miracle is 
wrought; when the church is upon her knees the holy 
fire descends. This was the attitude of the disciples 
prior to Pentecost. To quote the words of Dr. Alfred 
Cave, “They all continued in prayer—their prayer 
was persistent. They all continued in prayer—there 
was united petitioning. They all with one accord con- 
tinued steadfastly in prayer—to the external associa- 
tion they added internal union. They all with one 
accord continued steadfastly in prayer—the difficulties 
in the way, and the absence of response did not shake 
their resolution.” They believed in God and waited; 
and while they waited they set themselves in order. 

The Presbyterian General Assembly. 


The sessions of the general assembly of the Pres- 
byterian church are being watched with great in- 
terest, not only by Presbyterians throughout the 
country, but as well by students of religious thought 
in all the churches. It is the ever-renewed struggle 
of venerable pronouncements of the past with the 
advancing and emancipating thought of the present, 
and as well with a larger vision which comes from 
the better acquaintance with the holy Scriptures 
themselves. There is, of course, the recognized di- 
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vision of sentiment which may always be expected 
in such debates. There are those who have no diffi- 
culty with the Westminster standards and advocate 
their maintenance unchanged. There are those, on 
the other hand, who wish them modified in such 
manner as to express the present views of Presby- 
terian scholarship regarding the teachings of holy 
Scriptures. Between these two forces there can be 
no acceptable middle ground, even though a com- 
promise is finally reached. The whole situation is 
a commentary upon the inability of the church to 
formulate a human creed that can be more than tem- 
porarily satisfactory. The most simple solution of 
the matter would be the continuation of the West- 
minster creed as it now stands, regarding it as a ven- 
erable historic symbol of the church, giving at the 
same time full liberty of personal modification of 
views to the ministry of the church. This would 
save debate on the creed itself, which is not only 
inevitable as long as it remains, but would: obviate 
the necessity of renewed discussion, at some future 
time, of any modified creed which might be formulat- 
ed today. 





CHICAGO NOGES. 


Whatever else may be said against Chicago, it can- 
not be charged with dullness. As the Pittsburg 
Chronicle-Telegraph put it recently: 

O, there’s always something doing 
In Chicago; 

For sensations they keep brewing 
In Chicago; 

There is always some one posing, 

And in some new way disclosing 

That the freaks are seldom dosing 
In Chicago. 

The convention of the American section of Theo- 
sovhical society, which met last week in the Atheneum 
building, was full of enthusiasm. The interest was 
deepened by the presence of Col. H. S. Olcott, the 
president-founder of the society. Those who think 
that the interest of people in the study of the occult 
is on the wane are mistaken. Man does not live by 
bread alone; he hungers for the spiritual, and if the 
church fails to supply it he will seek for it else- 
where. 


Dr. Dowie Again. 


John Alexander Dowie, “the divine heeler,” as the 
Philistine wickedly dubs him, manages to get a great 
deal of free advertising, and here we are helping to 
swell the general result. The net of the law seems 
to be closing upon him. A true bill has been returned 
against him, and he has been indicted for trial before 
the grand jury for criminal neglect in connection with 
the death of a patient at Zion Home. It is to be hoped 
that a quietus will in some way be put upon him. 

The Annual May Festival. 

The annual May festival of the Sunday schools of 
Chicago and vicinity, held last week in the Auditorium 
under the auspices of the Cook County Sunday School 
association, was a great success. H. N. Fairbank led 
the chorus of a thousand voices, and the presentation 
of flags was made by Rev. P. H. Swift of the Wesley 
M. E. church. The time of this “gathering” raises 
the question why Chicago should not be made the 
center of a series of great May meetings such as are 
held in London. Centralization is the order of the day. 

Endowed City Churches. 

Fifty years in the life of a Chicago church goes 
back very near to the beginning of things. The First 
Congregational church is now celebrating its fiftieth 


anniversary in a series of meetings. Last Monday 
evening it entertained the Chicago Congregational 
club. Among many noteworthy features of that meet- 
ing was the prominence given to the consideration of 
the problem of the down-town church. The move- 
ment of population has left the old historic First 
church in the midst of a shifting population composed 
largely of working people. It must either move west- 
ward or change its methods of work so as to adapt 
itself to changed conditions. There is a growing con- 


‘ viction that it ought to stay where it is and widen its 


work so as to become more or less of an institutional 
church. The problem of city evangelization unques- 
tionably demands the creation of large, strongly en- 
dowed churches in the congested districts, and with 
a multiplicity of philanthropic agencies for the relief 
of distress. 

A Nowell Movement. 

A novel movement is under way to unite in an or- 
ganization the young men’s Bible classes connected 
with twenty-one Presbyterian churches throughout the 
city. The object of this society is to further the ma- 
terial and spiritual welfare of young men. Among the 
helpful things contemplated is the establishment of 
employment and boarding bureaus. The work of the 
society will be along the lines of the Y. M. C. A. 

Ghe Olympic Games in Chicago. 

Chicago is rejoicing in the decision of the com- 
mittee on the place for the celebration of the Olym- 
pian games; their deliberation a week since resulted 
in the choice of this city for the Olympian celebra- 
tion in 1904. This is an interesting event, as it is the 
first time in the history of the games that they have 
been brought to this country, and indeed the Paris 
celebration of last year was the first time they had 
ever been held outside of Greece. The games date 
from 776 B. C., the days when Greece was strug- 
gling into unity, a period contemporary with the 
reigns of Uzziah of Judah and Jeroboam II. of Israel, 
and with the ministries of the prophets Jonah, Amos 
and Hosea. The games soon assumed a panhellenic 
character and included contests of strength, chariot 
races, horse races, wrestling, leaping, throwing of 
the discus and of quoites, the hurling of the javelin 
and other athletic features. The event will be one of 
extraordinary interest, and will have a unique char- 
acter, making it almost as important as a world’s 
exposition. 

Ghe Army Canteen. 


The struggle to keep the canteen out of the army 
is not without its difficulties. Having once secured 
the abolition of this legalized infamy in army cir- 
cles, there is, of course, a renewed effort on the part 
of all interested in the liquor traffic to reinstate it, 
and the efforts employed to accomplish this purpose 
embrace the wide-spread employment of the press 
in the attempt to create the opinion that the can- 
teen cannot be wisely excluded from army posts, and 
that more harm is accomplished by this exclusion 
than by what is supposed to be its regulated use. 
We are sorry to see that even ministers of the Gos- 
pel are lending themselves to the propaganda of res- 
toration. It is not easy to secure an ideal condition 
as long as men’s appetites are depraved, but it is 
far better to run the risk of some violations of law 
than to have the law itself openly defiant of moral 
principle and pledged to the interest of the worst 
elements of our civilization. Christian people can 
scarcely contemplate with tolerance the agitation to 
restore this iniquity to an official position. 
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CONTRIBUTED. | 


THE DEVIL. 
By Alfred J. Hough. 
Men don’t believe in a Devil now, as their father’s used to do; 
They've forced the door of the broadest creed to let his Maj- 


esty through. : ; 
There isn’t a print of his cloven foot, or a fiery dart from his 
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bow 
lo be found in earth or air today, for the world has voted so. 
But who is it mixing the fatal draught that palsies heart and 


rain, : 
And loads the bier of each passing year with ten hundred 


thousand slain? : 
Who blights the bloom of the land today with the fiery breath 


of hell, 
If the Devil isn’t, and never was? 
tell ? 


Won't somebody rise and 


Who dogs the steps of the toiling saint and digs the pit for 
his feet? 

Who sows the tares in the fields of 
sows his wheat? ae” 

The Devil is voted not to be, and, of course, the thing is true; 

But who is doing the kind of work the Devil alone should do? 


time wherever God 


We are told he does not go about like a roaring lion now; 

But who shall we hold responsible for the everlasting row 

To be heard in home, in dearth and state, to the earth’s re- 
motest bound, 

If the Devil by a unanimous vote is nowhere to be found? 


Won't somebody step to the front forthwith, and make their 
bow and show 

How the frauds and crimes of a single day spring up? We 
want to know. 

[The Devil was fairly voted out, and, of course, the Devil’s 
one, 

But oaele people would like to know who carries his business 
on? —The Independent. 





WHERE ARE WE TO LOOK FOR 


THE PRESENCE? 


By James M. Campbell. 

In the recently discovered “Logia” are the words, 
“Raise the stone and there shalt thou find me; cleave 
the wood and I am there.” These 
words have been variously interpreted, 
the three most plausible interpretations 
being (a) that they refer to the find- 
ing of Christ in the sacrificial offer- 
ing; (b) that they afford a suggestion 
of his immanence in nature; (c) that 
they refer to his presence in the com- 
mon things of life. Dr. Henry Van 
Dyke, contending for the last of these interpretations, 
represents a young man as having made a fruitless 
quest for Christ in the church and its ceremonies, 
when Christ himself appears to him and says: 

“Where the many toil together, there am I among my own; 
Where the tired workman sleepeth, there am I with him alone; 
I, the peace that passeth knowledge, dwell amid the daily 
Strife; 
I, the bread of heaven, am broken in the sacrament of life. 
Every task, however simple, sets the soul that does it free; 
Every deed of love and mercy done to men is done to me. 
Thou hast learned the peaceful secret; thou hast come to me 
for rest; 
With thy burden, in thy labor, thou art, Felix, doubly blest. 
Nevermore thou needest seek me; I am with thee everywhere; 
Raise the stone and thou shalt find Me; cleave the wood, and 
I am there.” 

In emphasizing the idea that Christ is to be found 
in the common life of man it is not necessary to ig- 
nore or undervalue his Presence in other things. That 
he is to be found in the sacrificial offering is one of 





the commonplaces of religion. The altar has always 
been the meeting place between God and man. To 
the Jews as they entered the door of the tabernacle 
was the pledge given by Jehovah, “There will I meet 
with the children of Israel, and the tabernacle shall be 
sanctified by my glory.” (Exod. xxix, 43.) And in 
the Christian assembly the worshipers take up the 
song : 
“The King himself comes near, 
And feasts his saints today; 
Here we may sit and see him here, 
And love, and praise, and pray.” 
Christ in Nature. 

That he is to be found in nature is implied in the 
declaration, “All things were made through him, and 
apart from him was not anything made, that hath been 
made.” Nature is the expression not alone of his cre- 
ative energy, but also of his redeeming purpose. Its 
message is one of propitiousness. Its undertone is 
judgment against sin, but its overtone is mercy tri- 
umphing over judgment. Nature is the original ver- 
sion of the gospel of Christ. It is his hand-writing 
that is seen in the clouds; his voice that is heard in the 
winds; his smile that is made visible in the flowers; 
his goodness that is revealed in the harvests that re- 
ward the labors of the husbandman. The grace of 
nature is none other than the grace of the cross. The 
truth, however, to which special attention is now de- 
manded is that the unseen Christ is to be found to-day 
where he was to be found in the days of his flesh, 
namely, in the haunts of men, and in the things of 
common life. With his love for man unchanged how 
could he remain in heaven listening to the harpings of 
the angels when he was sorely needed down here 
among the sinning and suffering children of earth? 
The place to find a Savior is at the side of a sinner. 
A gentleman once called upon a celebrated physician. 
“Is your father at home?” he asked the little boy who 
answered the door. “No,” was the reply. “Where do 
you think I could find him?” “Well,” he said, with 
a thoughtful air, “You’ve got to look for some place 
where people are sick or hurt, or something like that. 
He is sure to be somewhere helping somebody.” And 
where are we to find the Savior of sinners but down 
here among them in the midst of the strife ; their friend 
in loneliness, their consoler in sorrow, their helper 
in temptation, their inspirer in the hour when the 
path of duty is trod with leaden feet; their faithful 
ally when bankrupt of hope because the door of hon- 
est toil will not open to their most importunate knock- 
ing. He is by no means absent from them in their 
happier hours. He is present at weddings as well as 
at funerals ; but it is where there is want and woe that 
he is principally to be found. 

“Tis here, O pitying Christ, where thee I seek— 
Here where the strife is fiercest, where the sun 
Beats down upon the highway thronged with men 
And in the raging mart. —Richard W. Gilder. 

When we turn to the distinct statement that at the 
opening of the new age the Son of man was to be 
seen “coming in his kingdom” (Matt. xvi, 28), we are 
led to inquire if mistaken views do not continue to ex- 
ist regarding the nature of his coming. Because his 
coming was to be dispensational was it on that ac- 
count to be any the less personal? Because it was 
to take place in a kingly way, was it on that account 
to be different from his coming in the common life 
of men? 

New Idea of Kinghood. 

One of the contributions which Christ made to the 

world’s thought was a new idea of kinghood. King- 
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hood in the world-sense was a thing of pageantry and 
pomp ; according to Jesus it was a thing of moral su- 
premacy. Jesus tried to have it clearly understood 
that his kingdom was not of this world. It was a 
spiritual, not a political dominion. Its insignia was 
not a scepter of gold, but a scepter of righteousness. 
The power by which it was upheld was not force of 
arms, but the power of love. In his wonderful series 
of paintings representing the principal scenes in the 
life of Christ, Tissot has caught the conception of the 
moral majesty of his peasant life. His life is regal 
throughout, but it is regal in a new way. Destitute 
of all the trappings of worldly greatness, it is made to 
stand out in all the matchless glory of its moral great- 
ness. In the peasant king the life of the common 
man is glorified. 

Jesus was the strangest king the world had ever 
seen. It was a strange kind of sovereignty that be- 
gan in a manger and ended upon a cross. What is 
called his triumphal entry into Jerusalem was in real- 
ity his progress to the cross; but the way to the cross 
was the way to the kingdom. The idea of his king- 
dom was never taken seriously by his enemies. They 
treated it with ridicule because it was too unimportant 
to be treated with scorn. A king without a visible 
court, or throne, or army, or empire, what did Caesar 
care about the rivalry of such a monarch? When 
Pilate asked Jesus, “Art thou a king?” he answered, 
“Thou sayest it, because I am a king; to this end 
have I been born, and to this end am I come into the 
world that I might be a witness to the truth.” A poor 
sort of a king this, a king whose empire was founded 
upon truth. Against such a well-meaning enthusiast 
Pilate had nothing to say, and he would have released 
him at once, had he not feared the people. The brutal 
soldiers, catching the mood of the hour, put upon 
Jesus a crown of thorns and a purple robe, and kneel- 
ing before him in mock homage, exclaimed, “Hail king 
of the Jews!” A sorry king! And yet of all the 
kings of earth the kingliest and the mightiest. The 
empire of the Caesars has perished, but his kingdom 
remains and grows. Before the throne of the Cruci- 
fied the whole world bows in homage. 


Christ's Kingdom Invisible. 


The nature of Christ’s kingdom is still unchanged. 
It is a kingdom of spiritual power humanly exercised. 
“The king eternal, immortal and invisible” is not seat- 
ed upon a throne remote; he does not dwell apart “pa- 
vilioned in splendor.” His presence chamber is more 
likely to be found in a humble attic than in a lordly 
palace. He comes to his people to-day in the same 
lowly ways in which he came to them in the days of his 
flesh. If then we are to see him as he has come, or as 
he is coming in his kingdom, we must get rid of all 
preconceived ideas of royalty. For this is a new kind 
of king. We must beware of falling back upon the 
old Jewish conception of his kingdom as a kingdom of 
outward power and glory. His kingdom cometh not 
with pomp and show. It is a spiritual thing. “The 
kingdom of heaven is among you, said Jesus to the 
people of his day. Alas that many in the present day 
should still be ignorant of its coming. Influenced by 
a narrow literalism they look for a kingdom that is 
yet to come, whose center is to be found in ancient 
Jerusalem. They forget that it has been said to the 
saints of the new age, “Ye are come unto the heaven- 
ly Jerusalem” (Heb. xii, 22). The walls of that holy 
city are slowly rising before our eyes; but it is an 
inevitable thing that those who look for a kingdom af- 
ter the flesh, shall fail to see them. 





The Emperor of China is kept out of the sight of 
common mortals, but he is seen in his kingdom—and 
just at present he is seen in his kingdom in a somewhat 
tragic and pathetic way. Christ is now as completely 
concealed from sight as he was before he became in- 
carnate. But he has come in his kingdom and in his 
kingdom we may see him. His kingdom is a greater 
thing than many dream. Professor James Orr, in his 
recent volume on “Neglected Factors in the Study of 
the Early Progress of Christianity,” contends that 
Christianity had a larger extension laterally, that is, 
in point of numbers; vertically, that is, in respect to 
the strata of society, and intensively or penetratively, 
that is, in its effect upon the thought and life of the 
age, than is generally acknowledged.” In every direc- 
tion the power of Christ extends beyond what men 
have dreamed. His influence extends outside the 
church. His spirit pervades society. He is king of 
the only real world-wide empire. Upon his head are 
many crowns. The universal dominion which is his 
by right he is coming to possess. To see the coming 
of his kingdom is to see the coming of the king. 

May this word be added, that where Christ is to be 
found, there his people ought to be found? The 
words, “Where I am there shall also my servant be,” 
were originally applied to the participation with Christ 
in his glory. They are equally applicable to participa- 
tion with him in his service and suffering. A follower 
of Christ is one who goes where Christ goes. Christ’s 
leading and the Christians following are both pres- 
ent acts. Where sin and sorrow abound, where the 
pale, pinched face of want bends over unrequited toil ; 
where the bitter cry of the outcast is heard; where 
there are heavy burdens to unbind; where there are 
bleeding hearts to comfort; where there are fainting 
souls to succor, there the true Christian will be found. 
Where you find the Master you will find the disciple, 
and where you find the disciple you will find the Mas- 
ter. 





THE MAKER AND THE 
TRADER. 
W. D. MacClinlock. 


NE can love only those who produce things 
—mothers, farmers, miners, artists. The 
hunter we should dislike, and the trader 
and arranger we may scorn. Even the 
teacher can barely be endured, and that not 
that he handles other men’s ideas, but that 
he very earnestly endeavor to produce 
trained persons. The healer is merely a 
necessary evil and not in the perfect world. 

The producer has so few, such inde- 
pendent elements to work with—raw and 
common material, his love of making and some skill. 

The first is everybody’s, unlimited in quantity and al- 
ways at hand. His love is his inspiration, his delight, 

and it creates a skill. He is the only one who can love 

things for themselves, because his love is in them 
and speaks out to him. It can be quiet and contem- 
plate the thing he makes. He does not grow tired 
feeling its face, bending down his mind over and into 
its curves, indentations, edges; he goes over in fancy 
the moments of its making, reproducing the thrills of 
discovery or skill. He needs no other things to make 
this one a joy and never regards it as a means to an 
end or merely part of a whole or a syllabus. The con- 
templation of his work gives perfect satisfaction, be- 
ing a joy both as a subject movement and object 





12 __ THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY OF 





June 6, 1901 








product—the mind flying back and forth between 
them, never feeling a disharmony in size or fit. 
Mothers, poets and farmers know; all others are 
both shallow and inexact. They can tell you the 
daintiest shapes and most intimate needs. Every in- 
stant the face of child and crop changes, but love 
follows as fast as change. This discipline of the 
hand and eye, this absolute knowledge of the 
physical detail, this flexible awareness of the quick 
changes of life in the growing child or verse—this is 
the only absolute liberality. The traders’ ease is mere 
indifference. Should his work fail or perish, the 
producer leaves with it or follows it with a large 
share of his own tender feeling; his love makes it 
immortal. Never while love lasts can the child 
still-born or early dead, the song that could not find 
expression, the wheat blighted by late frosts fade 
from memory and wistful regard. 

The trader, the manipulator, does not love the things 
he handles. He regards them only as indifferent means 
to a further end; that end gained, he hurries it into 
another series and so forever. He but counts them for 
correct numbers, judges quickly their grades and sees 
them placed for catching the eyes of consumers. His 
child is but a member of a “large and respectable” 
family, for whom he savagely works, not with whom 


he closely lives. 

His cattle suggest to him only the market. He 
thinks of books as property. This man instinctively 
forever rearranges, destroying all natural associa- 
tions. If the lady-slipper is dainty in its pink pecu- 
liarity there in the deep woods, your trader must make 
it grow in his staring city lawn. Nothing must grow 
old with him; he occupies his days seeing something 
new. He is the executive officer—he makes all things 
move, dispart and recombine. He proves his 
greatness by the number of startling combinations he 
can effect. Hand him your dear thing, produced with 
love, he flashes it into a scheme with things before 
and after, it becomes one of fifty points. Your child 
sinks into the school, your idea into a many-headed 
syllabus, your personality into his corps. 

This man thinks, he does not contemplate or love. 
Meditation is idleness to him and mystic jugglery. He 
delights to startle, he uses precious stones and precious 
hearts as balls to see how many he can keep in the air 
at once. As production runs from the maker to the 
user, this man falls upon it, delays, deflects, uses it for 
his own advantage, enhances its price, delights in mak- 
ing all depend upon him, and out of it all plays the 
benefactor to the race. In this situation he speculates, 
produces disharmony, refuses distinctions natural, 
sends things to wrong ends, now and again discover- 
ing a peace which is only his relenting. In the garden 
two were given plats, one for flowers and one for 
fruit. They were bidden exchange them at a spreading 
tree by a brook. A third lazy one stole under the 
tree, first as a humble helper of their exchange, soon 
as 1 trading despot. Since then the two work harder 
and never meet. 

This trafficker in hearts makes nothing, loves noth- 
ing, learns nothing. The earth produces, the plants 
bloom, the children refine without him. Immortality 


grows not in a convenience. The wavelet in the ocean 
is dearer to love than he. The peasant’s song at labor 
makes all his show and bigness idle. For all the beauty 
his hands have touched, all the pathetic or happy labor 
wrought into its texture, all the love still lingering 
there, all fail to make him love, consider, bend to their 


several selves. 


He is the sentient but eccentric and 








arbitrary lock upon the stream, on whose stony face the 
water leaves no impress, except of its height 
University of Chicago. 





“SUPPOSE THE CHVRCH 
SHOVLD BE SWEPT 
AWAY?” 


W. H. Matlock. 


One meets with this pessimistic supposition in per- 
haps an otherwise healthful book. It is heard in an 
otherwise good prayer meeting, where 
some devout disciple of Jesus re- 
sponds to the maker of it, that the dis- 
appearance of the church would be fol- 
lowed by horrors and calamities, her- 
alding the judgment of God on a wick- 
ed world and over a forgetful insti- 
tution of his own founding. It may 
be read in otherwise good family jour- 
nals whose editors are not exempt from sick head- 
ache. It may be read also alas! in the faces of many 
preachers of God’s word and believers in the preached 
word, who have forgotten the “immutable things” of 
God, and whose anchor drags like that of a ship that 
has broken from its moorings. Let all such do as the 
poet Heine did when he felt his faith in God return- 
ing: “Quit herding swine with the Hegelians.” Par- 
don, philosophers. 

How many there are who shiver and shake, who 
quiver and quake whenever such possibilities are sug- 
gested. They seem to see the skyscrapers of New 
York city tumbling into the harbor; they seem to hear 
trumpets of destruction on every hand. The faith 
that remains calm is treated as sinful indifference. The 
true disciple, true because his faith in God is serene 
and inviolable, is mistaken by his more imaginative, 
feverish brother for a heretic; as if spiritual ague were 
a better test of faith in God than serenity of soul. At 
whose feet have they learned this? Certainly not 
at the feet of him who thought a grain of mustard 
seed a suitable symbol of a faith sufficient to put wheels 
under a mountcii. 


Ghe Church Indistructible. 


Is it possible to suppose that the church can be swept 
away? No. The church is not chaff. Nobody has a 
broom big enough. Nor does the man live that is 
herculean enough to do the sweeping. It can not be 
done ; therefore, fearful soul, be consoled. Is it possible 
to imagine that the church can be burned away? No! 
For it is not a barrier to human progress, in spite of 
everything which might be said to the contrary. I 
have nothing to say in defense of the wood, hay and 
stubble ; but the church will not be burned. It is not 
a wall between men and truth that they should tear it 
down. It is not a bastile for the human intellect, that 
men should raze it to make way for a statue of liberty. 
Its courts are large; its windows and doors and gates 
swing open toward the future and toward the light. 
The soul that flees from the beautiful temple of God 
and from the presence of Jesus will return to confess 
with shame its flight from the home of the soul, sweet 
home of the soul. Therefore be consoled. 

Is it possible to imagine the church washed away? 
Now, if the theory of Thales is true, as many excel- 
lent minds maintain—with reference to the church at 
least—then there is indeed some danger that the 
church may ultimately return to its “first and essential 
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principle.” I have no hesitancy in asserting the suffi- 
ciency of faith against even the possibility of the 
church being washed away. It withstood fire, another 
principle of early Greek philosophy, through long ages, 
in spite of the persistent efforts of good men to burn 
up the best that was in it. To the disciples of Her- 
aclitus the church owes its long list of martyrs. The 
Hylicists have withdrawn from the field. The church 
has been victorious in the past. It will withstand and 
overcome all- that now opposes it. It will not be wash- 
ed away. God did not build it upon the sand. 


Pessimism Rests Upon Fallacy. 


The widespread pessimism as to the future of the 
church is deplorable. It seems to rest on a fallacy. 
Where else, pray, could pessimism find soil and nour- 
ishment? The fallacy is, men too readily identify the 
raiment with the body, the unreal with the veritable, 
the insignificant with the all-significant, the passing 
fancy of the age in which they live with the eternal 
fact that was, and is, and ever shall be. Will men ever 
cease to identify their own opinions with God’s veri- 
ties? This is the stupidity of the centuries. Natural- 
ly, since men grow pessimistic when God does not 
honor their opinions, when he allows what seemed to 
them to be an eternal verity to fall into disrepute, to 
reveal itself as a passing fancy. Form is but another 
name for fashion. The history of the church is its 
fashion plate. Fashions are transient. Religion, pure 
and undefiled, never changes except in the manner 
of its manifestation. It will animate and perpetuate 
any institution that is a suitable expression of its 
known realities. The church in so far as it is identi- 
cal with pure religion, is indestructible; but the 
church, in so far as it is the form of religion, will suf- 
fer great changes in the future as in the past. Its 
forms, its ceremonies, may suffer violence. Attached 
to these because they are more palpable, many souls 
will be often distressed. But why identify the pos- 
sibly transient with the surely permanent? Why iden- 
tify first forms with first principles? Why mourn be- 
cause the perishable passes? Mourn, if you must, 
but do not doubt the future over which God reigns. 
The permanent is the true source of joy. God is more 
than systems of theology. Rejoice in him. “Our lit- 
tle systems have their day, they have their day and 
cease to be.” Because they cease men are pessimists. 
If they are swept away it is because God does it. He 
always leaves the permanent intact. Be satisfied with 
what he leaves on the threshing floor. He left the 
wheat of Jewish morality when he swept the chaff 
Jewish ceremonialism away. He left a purer wor- 
ship when he destroyed the temple with its altars. It 
becomes men, even the most intelligent, not to chal- 
lenge his judgment as to what shall be kept and what 
shall be cast forth. 

The supposition with which this article began can 
have little meaning for a man whose trust is in the true 
God. The chaos is not any worse now that it was in 
the beginning. God still reigns and religion is still 
practical among men. The source and animating 
principle of the church still remains. The personality 
of Jesus dominates the imagination and intellects of 
tens of thousands of virtuous men and women. As 
long as human need and divine love exist contempo- 
raneously in the world, some God-inspired institution 
will represent the one and live by the alleviation of the 
other. Pure religion will never be in disfavor. The 


institution that is the highest expression of it will be 
approved of God and men. 
Norman, Oklahoma. 





THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 
By J. S. Hughes. 


Adolph Harnach gives a summary of the teach- 
ing of Jesus. 


He sums them up under three heads. 
one of which is “The Kingdom of 
God.” At one important point he 
seems to fail in comprehending the 
subject. I have heard pastors’ as- 
sociations of the leading denomina- 
tions discuss this subject, and al- 
ways with the outcome of a very 
confused understanding of its whole 
meaning. Harnack says: “The proclamation of this 
kingdom * * * culminates in the announcement 
that this kingdom is now coming in the hearts of the 
people. The proclamation of the kingdom therefore 
presents two phases according to one of which this 
kingdom is represented as something entirely in the 
future and according to the other it is a present pos- 
session. The central thought of Christ’s teachings, 
namely,“The Kingdom of God,” is not therefore a sin- 
gle idea. For us these contrasts, or these two phases, 
are hard to bridge over; to find the higher unity in 
this diversity must be the work of future generations.” 

This “higher unity,” as the great German scholar 
calls it, is fully developed and illustrated in the reve- 
lation of the prophet John, given about the close of 
the century, the book which Prof. Harnack and all 
his school unwittingly abuse. 

To say that the kingdom of God is in you and 
is with you and is to come to you in the future is per- 
fectly consistent with John’s conception of things. 
The same “higher unity” is seen when in John’s teach- 
ing we read that “he that believes has eternal life and 
then that “we shall be like him for we shall see him 
as he is.” Eternal life is both a present and a future 
possession and these are the two phases of a great 
single truth to be understood when John is compre- 
hended. Many other seemingly incongruous teachings 
of holy scriptures are by this last and greatest teacher 
crystallized into a “higher unity.” The church and 
the kingdom stand as substitute and substance. They 
are not coequal. The church of Christ is temporary 
and is a stepping stone to the kingdom of God. Those 
in whom the kingdom was, that is in whose hearts the 
kingdom of God was regnant, had to be cared for and 
preserved as a peculiar and elect people and as the 
church originated among the Jews the idea of sepa- 
rateness which had been the divine provision by which 
Israel had been saved from the contact with heathen 
nations it prevailed in constituting the church. Hence 
in all we see from Paul as well as from Peter has 
this ecclesiastical idea prevailing. This was charac- 
teristic of the whole movement from the day of Pente- 
cost up to and beyond the middle of the first century, 
but after the fall of Jerusalem and the waning of the 
Jewish Christian church, John writes a last message, 
in which we find him preaching again the kingdom as 
Christ did at the beginning and when John reveals the 
conditions of the kingdom come as he saw it in vision 
one of the startling changes is that he “saw no temple 
therein.” “The temple” is one of John’s symbols for 
the church. 


The light which the church gives is the light of can- 
dlesticks or of stars and “the kingdom come” is like 
the sun rising, which puts them out by its greater 
glory. 

The church, as commonly understood, will never 
convert the world. It is in its own self-defense sep- 
arated from the world to sanctifications in Christ and 
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when it essays to go back at the world with a vast 
load of ecclesiastical machinery and baggage of doc- 
trines, ordinances, ancient, mediaeval, modern, an 
army of straggling, conflicting sects, saying to the 
world, “We have each come to save you; come and 
go with us and help save us from each other.” 

When the kingdom comes there will be no church. 
The ministries of Paul and of John were dominated 
by two different ideas. Paul’s whole thought was 
“Come out of the world and into the ecclesia,” while 
John’s thought was not so much that we are to come 
out of the world as that Christ has been raised up 
over the world to rule it. That the world will be con- 
verted in the usual sense, that is, that all will become 
the spiritual children of God, seems out of the ques- 
tion; but that the children of God will some day get 
their eyes opened and will become active and aggres- 
sive instead of creeping around under the huge legs 
of mammon only to get themselves tolerated, is cer- 
tain. They will rule the world in righteousness. Then 
will come “the kingdom of God.” 

The unbelieving and sinful will live the outward life 
of the Christian, which so many church members are 
doing now, because they will find it is so much better 
even for this world than the old earthly regime. 

We have all seen the kingdom of God prevail in 
spots for a time at least. The sons of God were happy 
in the true life of God and the outside people were 
respectful, orderly and prosperous and set a high 
value upon Christ as a civilizing agency. The king- 
dom of God on earth means this condition of society 
throughout the world. Its inside is the faith in God 
which rules in the hearts of believers. Its outside is 
all who are walking under the righteous government 
of God administered by his people, without them- 
selves being necessarily inwardly purified for eternal 
life. 

It is the dual reign which John so well brings out 
by showing that the kingdom of God can be in you 
and in the world; a present and yet a future king- 
dom. The greatest change will transpire when Chris- 
tians shall cease to regard their position in the world 
as one of mere toleration and shall arise and take on 
the characteristics that belong to the last age of the 
world and become active, positive and aggressive and 
take the thrones from under the world-power and 
place Christ upon them. The kingdom of God must 
compass two widely diverse conditions, its entrance 
into and its victory over the world. 

From the first purity of its proclamation it swerved 
in the hands of its trustees and took on ecclesiastical 
infirmities, but at the close of the century John brings 
back its elementary status as the ideal and outcome 
of the struggle not yet understood by believers. On 
this plane the churches seem to move and the rapid 
rise and growth of Christian science and Dowieism 
and the like tell us plainly that the kingdom is larger 
than the church and that we are not equal to our op- 
portunity nor to the spirit of progress. Christianity 
had to take root in the negative virtues, meekness and 
humility, it must blossom and fruit in aggression and 
victory. He who was shepherd will be “Lord of lords 
and king of kings in the kingdom of God.” 





Four thin 


a man must learn to do 
If he would i 


s record true: 


To think without confusion clearly; 
To love his fellow-men sincerely ; 
To act from honest motives purely; 
To trust in God and Heaven securely. 
—Henry van Dyke. 








A GLIMPSE AT THE SOCIOLOG- 
ICAL GEACHINGS OF GHE 
NEW TESTAMENT. 

M. B. Ryan. 


SOCIAL DEGENERATION. 


While the New Testament has a social ideal, it 
recognizes that the ideal is not the real. It contem- 
plates society as degenerate. It re- 
cognizes the causes and the fruits of 
degeneracy, and reveals the means and 
the way of Redemption. Its message 
is “Salvation.” And that salvation 
is a social salvation, as well as an 
individual salvation. Society cannot 
be bright while man is wrong. Sinful 
man implies a degenerate society. 

The New Testament surpasses all sociological litera- 
ture in its insight into the cause of social corruption. 
It deals, not with secondary causes, but with the foun- 
tains of social life. It begins at the beginning. In 
the light of its teaching social evils are laid bare at 
the root. This is an inestimable service, absolutely 
indispensable to any true social salvation, and for 
which the world must ever be dependent on this old, 
but ever new, book. 

Sin is here. The whole compass of social degenera- 
tion is tersely indicated in Paul’s statement, “Sin 
entered into the world, and death through sin.” 

Sin is a social disturber. We might say also that it 
is a social disturbance. Sin perverts the individual. 
It works thus on the very factors out of which society 
is to be constructed, and it works to destroy their so- 
cial fitness. The moral integrity of the individual is 
a necessity to a true social structure. Sin upsets the 
moral balance in life. It institutes a moral schism. 
The moral nature becomes a battlefield where antag- 
onistic forces contend for the mastery, and where the 
better impulses are often overcome by the baser. “Not 
what I would, that do I practice ; but what I hate, that 
Ido. * * * To will is present with me, but to do 
that which is good is not. For the good which I would 
I do not; but the evil which I would not, that I prac- 
tice. * * * For I delight in the law of God after 
the inward man; but I see a different law in my mem- 
bers, warring against the law of my mind, and bring- 
ing me into captivity under the law of sin which is 
in my members.” 

Beginning a Social Ruin. 


Here is social ruin in embryo. The social factor is 
here being rendered unfit. How can the structure re- 
main secure when its timbers are worm-eaten? 

Out of this moral schism in the individual proceed 
all moral wreck and ruin, all social disturbance and 
destruction. The works of the flesh, “fornication, un- 
cleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 
strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, heresies, 
envyings, drunkenness, revelings and such like,” all 
of them anti-social, spring rankly from this seed-bed. 
Men become “lovers of self, lovers of money, boast- 
ful, haughty, railers, disobedient to parents, unthank- 
ful, unholy, without natural affection, implacable, slan- 
derers, without self-control, fierce, no lovers of good, 
traitors, headstrong, puffed up, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God; holding a form of godli- 
ness, but having denied the power thereof.” They are 
“filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, covetous- 
ness, maliciousness ; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
malignity, whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, inso- 
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lent, inventors of evil things, without understanding, 
covenant-breakers, unmerciful..” 
Disintegration of Society. 

Here is not alone the ruin of the individual. Here is 
also the disintegration of society. This is social an- 
archy that we see here. And all possibilities of social 
evil are in it. In the sweep of this dread circle of in- 
iquities, there is room for all social baseness, all civil 
misrule, all political perfidy, all commercial dishon- 
esty, all economic heartlessness and cruelty, all mili- 
tary aggression and oppression, that have ever blight- 
ed this fair earth. Out of this Pandora’s Box spring 
all social evils, in whatever guise the passing ages 
may bring them to us. 

Social degeneration is due to a loss of the truth. 
This, in the individual, means a divided life, with the 
evil in the ascendency. In the social structure it means 
disintegration of its elements, the reign of selfish- 
ness, strife, ruin. With reference to God, it means 
that society has lost its center, and is the sport of ma- 
lign influences, being plunged evermore into deeper 
helplessness. 

Erie, Pa. 


THE RELIGIOVS OVTLOOK. 


Carey E. Morgan. 


This department has had something to say concern- 
ing the reported shocking condition of immorality into 
which the Americans have suffered 
Manila to lapse. It is only fair to give 
currency to the testimony of the gen- 
eral in command as to the facts as he 
observes them. In reply to a remon- 
strance from the W. C. T. U., for- 
warded through Secretary Root, Gen- 
eral MacArthur writes: “I am con- 
vinced that the city of Manila may 
to-day challenge comparison as to its moral and orderly 
condition with any city in the United States. This con- 
dition is the more remarkable in view of the general 
lack of moral tone pervading the seaports of the east ; 
the fact that the government of the Philippines since 
American occupation has been necessarily one of 
emergency ; that Manila is the headquarters of an army 
of sixty-five thousand men, the city through which 
this army must come and go; and that these many 
thousands of men are in the prime of life and are re- 
motely removed from the restraining influences that 
might be exercised over them by their home surround- 
ings.” He calls attention to the fact that the care of 
the soldiers’ health is almost the first duty of the offi- 
cers, denies specific charges of having licensed or en- 
couraged vice, and suggests that a committee should 
be sent at the government’s expense to examine the 
conditions, stipulating only that for purposes of com- 
parison they should also examine into the moral con- 
ditions of other oriental seaports. The issue between 
General MacArthur and his critics becomes one of fact. 
For my part, for the sake of decency and the reputa- 
tion of everybody concerned, I hope that the general 
is right and his critics wrong. 








The recent Missionary Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church South, held in New Orleans, was a 
notable gathering. 

Booker Washington made an eloquent appeal for 
his race, and is said to have won assent to its main 
contentions to a degree that a few years ago would 
have been impossible. 


After a searching address on “Lessons from the 
Lives of Master Missionaries,” by Bishop Galloway, 
the delegates made personal pledges to the amount of 
$51,000 for the endowment of a college at Soo Chow, 
China. 

Mr. John R. Mott made an appeal which led thirty- 
three young people to offer themselves for mission 
service. 

The Conference decided to send out twenty new 
missionaries a year for five years, and to raise $500,- 
000 in addition to the regular annual offerings. In or- 
der to carry out this resolution and to prevent the dis- 
sipation of the Conference’s influence, arrangements 
were made by which a corps of one hundred writers 
from among the delegates were appointed to write ar- 
ticles about the Conference for the denominational and 
secular press, during five weeks subsequent to the ad- 
journment. Also a force of three hundred speakers, 
including thirty missionaries, were selected to go out 
among the churches to follow up the impressions made 
at the Conference and to make the “forward move- 
ment” a reality. 

This looks like business, and will furnish inspira- 
tion and some hints on methods to other churches 
that are trying to raise a special twentieth century 
fund. 


The tragic death in Italy of Rev. Maltbie Daven- 
port Babcock, pastor of the Brick Presbyterian 
Church of New York city, last week, was universally 
regretted by American Christians of every commu- 
nion. He had done a great work in Baltimore, from 
which city he went about two years ago to become the 
successor of that princely preacher, teacher and author, 
Dr. Henry Van Dyke. One of his members told, me 
of the profound impression he was already making up- 
on this historic church. He delivered a notable ad- 
dress at the Ecumenical Conference in New York city 
last spring. He was young and had a sunny disposi- 
tion, and gave promise of long years of splendid use- 
fulness. 


A German paper, as quoted in the Interior, says that 
during the three years around 1895, three hundred and 
twenty Armenian churches have been converted into 
Mohammedan mosques. Five hundred and sixty-eight 
churches and seventy-seven Greek monasteries have 
been destroyed, and the priests and monks either forced 
to accept Islam or put to the sword. Fully one hun- 
dred thousand Christian Armenians, men, women and 
children, have been murdered, ten thousand more per- 
ished from hunger, cold and typhus fever, and five 
hundred thousand were driven from their homes and 
their property was seized by the Mohammedans. 
As many as two thousand four hundred and ninety- 
four Armenial villages were destroyed by the murder- 
ous fury of the Kurds and Turks. 

Richmond, Va. 





CONSCIENCE AND REMORSE. 

“Good-bye,” I said to my conscience— 
“Good-bye for aye and aye.” 

And I put her hands off harshly, 
And turned my face away; 

And conscience, smitten sorely, 
Returned not from that day. 


But a time came when my spirit 
Grew weary of its pace; 
And I cried: “Come back, my conscience, 
For I long to see thy face!” 
But conscience cried: “I cannot; 
Remorse sits in my place!” 
—Paul Laurence Dunbar 





f At the rn CHURCH j} 
FIVE MINVTES SERMON. 


By Peter Ainslie. 

*Jesus Christ the same yesterday and today and 
forever.—Heb. 13: 8. 

This is one of the greatest passages of Scripture. 
The sentence that stands before this doubtless refers 
to those two early martyrs, James, the brother of our 
Lord, and James, the brother of the apostle John. 
These two men were the teachers and leaders in the 
church at Jerusalem. For their belief that Jesus was 
the Christ, they had paid the penalty of death. The 
writer of my text simply calls to remembrance their 
service and fidelity, and then reminds his readers that, 
to these two men, Jesus was all and in all—he was the 
soul of their existance. As he had helped those two 
martyrs, he would help all who trusted him, for he 
is the same yesterday, today and forever. He stopped 
to hear the prayer of a blind beggar. He did this 
once, and he has done it ten thousand times since. 
However humble we may be, Jesus hears us. It is 
not our poverty nor our ignorance that interferes 
with God hearing us or his fellowship with us, but 
seven hundred years before the birth of Christ Isaiah 
said, “Your iniquities have separated between you and 
your God, and your sins have hid his face from you, 
that he will not hear.” God hears the cry of his peo- 
ple. There is not a sigh that escapes your lips, not 
a weight that bears down your heart, not a tear that 
falls upon your cheek, but that God knows it all and 
that same Jesus that heard the blind beggar stands 
before you as a common and personal benefactor. 
When the woman was brought in the very act of sin 
before him, Jesus forgave her and rebuked her ac- 
cusers. He forgives all sin now and he rebukes those 
who are continually talking about the sins and faults 
of others. The scene in the temple in Jerusalem is 
not alone, but the same Jesus still lives, with forgive- 
ness for the penitent and scorn for the self-righteous. 
It is difficult to understand that he was the friend of 
sinners and every one who loves him proves their 
love by their likeness. 

The very model that the apostles and early disciples 
had we have. The last painter before whom Louis 
XIV. sat has a much more difficult subject to paint 
than when, in his twenty-third year, on the death of 
Cardinal Mazarin, he assumed the prime ministry of 
his own administration, but it is not so with us. The 
same Jesus that Paul modeled his life after, the same 
Jesus that Stephen so willingly died for, is the same 
Jesus before us today—as merciful, as gracious, as 
lovable and as powerful as in the days when he was 
the Son of Mary. Not only now, but he will forever 
be the same. God has shown us what eternity is and 
what heaven will be. That Jesus of the cross will 
be the same Jesus of the throne. 








Our Father, we have seen more than we can un- 
derstand. Draw thou closer to us and teach us that 
we may know thee better and love thee more. Amen. 





*This is the golden text for the Sunday school les- 
son for June 16, 1901. 





Let us be like a bird, one instant lighted 
Upon a twig that swings; 

He feels it yield, but sings on, unaffrighted, 
Knowing he hath wings. 
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BIBLE SCHOOL. 


JESUS APPEARS TO JOHN. 
Lesson, June 16, 1901, Rev. 1: 9-20. 
9%. I, John, who also and his eyes were as a 


am your brother and flame of fire 
companion in tribulation, 15. And his feet like un- 


and in the kingdom and to fine brass, as if they 


patience of Jesus Christ, 
was in the isle that is 
called Patmos, for the 
word of God, and for 
the testimony of Jesus 
Christ. 


10. I was in the Spirit 
on the Lord’s day, and 
heard behind me a great 
voice, as of a trumpet. 

11. Saying, I am Alpha 
and Omega, the first and 
the last; and, What thou 
seest, write in a k, 
and send it unto the 
seven churches which are 
in Asia; unto Ephesus, 
and unto Smyrna, and 
unto Pergamos, and unto 
Thyatira, and unto Sar- 
dis, and unto Philadel- 
phia, and unto Laodicea. 
the voice that spake with 

12. And I turned to see 
me. And being turned, I 
Saw seven golden candle- 
sticks. 

13. And in the midst of 
the seven candlesticks 
one like unto the Son of 


burned in a furnace; and 
his voice as the sound of 
many waters. 

16. And he had in his 
right hand seven stars; 
and out of his mouth 
went a sharp two-edged 
sword; and his counte- 
hance was as the sun 
shineth in his strength. 

17. And when I saw him 
I fell at his feet as dead. 
And he laid his right 
hand upon me, saying 
unto me, Fear not; I am 
the first and the last; 

18. I am he that liveth, 
and was dead; and, be- 
hold, I am alive for ever- 
more, Amen; and have 
the keys of hell and of 
death, 

19. Write the things 
which thou hast seen, 
and the things which are. 
and the things which 
— be hereafter. 


The mystery of the, 


seven stars which thou 
sawest in my right hand, 





Man, clothed with a and the seven golden 
garment down to the foot candlesticks. The seven 
and girt about the paps stars are the angels of 
with a golden girdle. the seven churches; and 
14. His head and his the seven candlesticks 
hairs were white like which thou sawest are 
wool, as white as snow: the seven churches. 





A CHICAGO GEACHER'S NOGES ON 


GHE LESSON. 
Elias A, Long. 

In the last lesson we saw our ascended Lord ap- 
— unto a persecutor of Christians; in this his 
appearance is to, and in behalf of, per- 
secuted ones. 

The Book. Its Purpose. 
The Revelation was written by John 
to brethren and companions in tribu- 
lation (Chapter 1:9). Tribulation 
means hard blows, as upon wheat in 
threshing. The book applies, among 
other things, to a period of distress 
“such as was not from the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, nor_. never _ shall 
be”, language used by Jesus as_ he foretold 
evils to come. Matt. 24: 16, 19. Whether this terri- 
ble ordeal occurred in the Neronian and Jewish perse- 
cutions and in the destruction of Jerusalem (A. D. 
64-70), or during the second general persecution of 
Christians under Domitian, about A. D. 96, is not 
certainly known. The preponderance of opinion now 
is for the earlier date. In any event, that dark hour 
found Rome and Jerusalem deluged with massacre. 
Chapts. 11:8; 6:9; see also 17: 6; 18: 24. 
Christians were flung to wild beasts or suffered mar- 
tyrdom in pitchy torches that lighted the emperor's 
gardens. The apostle Peter was among those cruci- 
fied; Paul had been beheaded; and agent John alone 
of the twelve was suffered to remain, and he is in exile. 
In such a time as this the present Revelation or Un- 
veiling seems graciously to have appeared. Its pur- 
pose was to inspire hope by showing that Christ the 
Mighty One still lived to succor his children and to 
turn the tremendous conflict, between the powers of 
good and evil, into glorious victory. Chapt. 11: 15- 
17. In one place we hear the Master’s “Fear not,” 
and again and again “Behold, I come quickly,” end- 
ing all in a magnificent assertion of hope, indicating 
the complete fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy, 





Se es 


So 4 4s MO ow Oo rAd oe 











June 6, 1901 





regarding the glorious Messianic reign on earth, and 
which no temporary darkness could extinguish. See 
Chapt. 2: 7, 11, 17, 26, etc.; 18: 1; 19: 6, 16; 20: 
9, 10; Chapts. 21; 22. 

The Symbolism, 

But writings designed for comfort to Christians, 
while the same writings predicted the downfall of ene- 
mies, could never be spread under the reign of fierce 
rulers like Nero or Domitian, unless the language was 
effectually veiled. As Christ had taught by the use of 
veiled language in parables (Luke 8: 9, 10), so here 
the use of symbols, seemingly for a like purpose, was 
adopted. A kind of imagery is employed, which, while 
it must have appeared grotesque and obscure to 
heathen informers, would, it is assumed, not be with- 
out plain meaning to those addressed. The style of 
the symbols used is for the most part colossal. See 
Psalm 36: 6; Chapt. 21: 16, etc. It is well to note 
that the writings were designed for Christians in 
places such as Ephesus (2: 1), where the cry “Great 
is Diana of the Ephesians” (Acts 19: 35) was on the 
lips of overpowering heathen, hence the need of show- 
ing that the living Christ and the things of Christ 
were supremely great. See Luke 1: 46; Psalm 34: 3. 
In the interpretation of the symbols it is necessary to 
observe that the oriental mind required that separate 
details should have separate symbols, without regard 
to anything like a harmonious picture of a combina- 
tion of symbols. The figures do not so much stand 
for forms and substances as for ideas, a point which 
must be recognized in interpreting every part of this 
rich and helpful book. Numbers in the Apocalypse 
also are invariably symbolical. 


Verse 9. Tribulation in Exile. “I. John.” The last of 

the apostles. To him alone could Christ’s suffering followers 
turn in these days of persecution for counsel and comfort. 
Under such circumstances he plainly asserts his own name 
in a way that was uncalled for in his calmer writings—the 
fourth gospel and the epistles. “Your brother.” 
Not now apostle, but brother and companion, member of 
God’s family. Mutual tribulations draw us closer one to 
another. “In tribulation—kingdom—patience.” The 
persecution under the Roman Emperors were unspeakably 
awful. There are indications all through the gospels and 
epistles of the increasing current of tribulation which found 
its climax in those days. See Matt. 24:15-22; John 16:2, 33; 
Acts 9:16; Eph. 6:11, 12; 2 Tim. 2:3; 4:10- 18; 2 Peter, 2; 
John’s Epistles, Jude. It is indeed a ‘kingdom’ ’—the reign 
of Christ in the heart—in the midst of terrible “tribulation” 
and of “patience.” The kingdom is raised by patience in 
tribulation. See Chapts. 2: 2, 19; 3:10; 13:10; 14:12. . 
“In island called Patmos.” This island, about 70 miles 
southwest of Ephesus, was used by the Romans as a place 
of banishment for criminals. It was a mass of barren, bleak 
rocks, some rising nearly a thousand feet, and with a sur- 
rounding coast line of about 20 miles. . . . “For word— 
for testimony of Jesus Christ.” Fidelity to God brought on 
bitter persecution under the reigns both of Nero and Domi- 
tian. Scholars who fix the date of this book in the days of 
the former compare this statement with Chapt. 6:9, “Slain 
for the word of God”, etc.; also Chapt. 12:17, as indicating 
that John’s life was spared from slaughter through exile. 
He may voluntarily have fied to this island for safety. Matt. 
24:16. 

Verse 10. The Comforter Present. 
the midst of tribulation John was not alone. He was filled 
and quickened by the Comforter. John 14:16-18. “In the 
Spirit may also refer to a special spiritual fe such 
as Paul speaks of in 2 Cor. 12:2, 3. He elsewhere in this 
book uses the expression repeatedly. ; “On the Lord’s 
day.” Seemingly the first day of the week, and which meant 
so much to followers of the risen and ascended Lord then 
even as it now does. If we are not full of the Spirit on the 
Lord’s day we never can be. Had the Hebrew Sabbath been 
meant it would have been so designated. “Great 
voice as of a trumpet.” See “The Symbolism” in introduc- 
tion. Here we come to the great vision of our lesson. The 
trumpet was a token of the majestic voice of Him now 


“In the Spirit.” In 
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glorified who when in the flesh spake as never man spake. 
It is not now “the still small voice” of God. 


Verse 11. Mighty Trumpet Voice. 
great voice speaks with loud and far-reaching trumpet 
sound, filling John with awe. “Alpha and Omega.” 
Omitted in the R. V., where it appears in Verse 8 and 
Chapt. 21:6. These are the first and last letters of the 
Greek alphabet, meaning that he is the beginning and the 
end, or as we would say, from “a to z. “What 
thou seest write.”” As Paul and Silas testified through songs 
of praise to their companions in prison, so John in his 
island prison is to testify to all the world through the in- 
strumentality of visions. This command to write appears 
twelve times in the book. We are to proclaim such truths 
as we learn. . . “Send unto seven churches.” These 
churches actually existed. There were many other churches 
in Asia Minor at the time, but these seemingly were taken, 
as representative of the church of Christ in that and every 
age; and not of church alone, but of Christians who com- 
pose churches. Two groups of churches are named. The 
first three were those whose faith had remained pure through 
temptation and persecution. The remaining group of four 
comprised those whose spiritual life had been invaded by 
the worldly influences of the times unto weakness and cor- 
ruption, sunken to the line of compromise with the world. 
Matt. 24:12. . 

Verse 12. Precious Light Bearers ‘Being turned I 
saw.” For the first time now his eyes beheld the marvelous 
picture which, part by part, portrayed the characteristics of 
the glorified Christ and his church. In the seven messages 
to the churches used in this book a different portion of the 
picture of Verses 12-16 appears in each address. This might 
indicate the separate impression which the different features 
of the divine majesty as here set forth made upon John’s 
mind. “Seven golden candlesticks.” The candle- 
sticks “are the seven churches,” as shown by verse 20. The 
most beautiful and costliest metal is used as a symbol of the 
church, and this is deeply significant of the church’s 
preciousness in the sight of God. Rom. 10:15; Isa. 52:7. 

Verse 13. The Glorified One. “In the midst of the 
candlesticks.” Walking in and out among them (2:1). 
Compare Matt. 28:20; 18:20. , “Like unto Son of 
man.” Christ's human kinship is emphasized to show that 
he is the same sympathizing, helpful, suffering Jesus who 
had lived and died on earth. It may have been necessary to 
state this, otherwise his glory as revealed to John might 
obscure his humanity and his sympathy for earthly brethren. 

“Clothed to the feet.” Not now stripped and naked 
bearing the world’s sin (Matt. 27:28; John 19:23), but 
clothed with a high priest's robe. See Exod. 28:6-8, 31, etc. 

. “Girt with golden girdle” “around the breast” R. V., 
the girdle of royal righteousness and faithfulness, Isa. 11:5, 
John the Baptist wore a leathern girdle, Matt. 3:4. 

Verse 14. Magnify the Lord. “His head and hair 
white.” See “The Symbolism” at head. Indicating celestial 
purity and glory. The transfiguration robes were “white as 
the light.” Matt. 17:2. White hair was not a sign of age, 
for, as our Golden Text shows, he is the same yesterday, 
today, forever. “Eyes as flame of fire.” All pene- 
trating as fire or light is penetrating. He is the light of the 
world, the revealer of all things. To every one of the seven 
churches he said, “I know thy works.” And so he says of 
all churches; so of all individuals. Acts 9:6. 

Verse 15. Hear All People. “Feet like fine brass.” 
Brass denotes stability and strength; it was one of the most 
useful and valuable metals of that day. “His voice.” 
In verse 10 it was spoken of as a trumpet, here as the sound 
of many waters. Symbolic of the idea that he will make 
himself heard even to the ends of the earth. “Sound 
oi many waters.” One of the local colorings of the Apoca- 
lypse, perhaps incidental to John’s being within hearing of 
the wild billows and tides of Patmos. Local coloring pecu- 
liar to the island, such as “mountains,” “rocks,” “sea,” are 
frequent throughout the book. 


“Saying.” Now the 


In Chapt. 14:2 the voice of 
many waters is spoken of as great thunder. 

Verse 16. Sublime Signs. “In right hand seven stars.” 
The right hand is an emblem of power. Stars are angels— 
that is, ministers or any sent ones. See verse 20. This with 
other passages like John 18:8 show how dear to Christ are 
those who labor in his cause. Deut. 33:3; John 10:28. . 

“A sharp two-edged sword.” The word of God, especially 
as pronouncing blessing and executing judgment, is here 
meant. Chapt. 2:12, 16. This symbol elsewhere is used to 
indicate the searching power of the word, even “dividing 
asunder of soul and spirit.” Heb. 4:12. “As the 
sun shineth in strength.” He is the Sun of righteousness. 
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The churches are but lampstands shedding forth the reflec- 
tion of his light. Our own faces glow with the light of 
love when Christ’s spirit dwells within us. He is the true 
light. John 1:9. He is the all-sufficient light. Rev. 21:23. 

e is the Light of the world. John 8:12; 9:5. 

Verse 17. Reassuring One. “I fell at his feet.” It was 
not the first time that mortal man was overpowered by the 
supernatural glory of the heavenly. Ezek. 1:28; Dan. 8:17; 
Acts 9:4. . . . “Laid his right hand upon me.” The 
same sympathetic, helpful right hand which touched the 
leper and gave sinking Peter support. . . . “Fear not.’ 
On an occasion years before when John was present, the 
sound of many waters brought forth alarm that called out 
the same words of comfort (John 6:16, 21). It is an expres- 
sion that often fell from the Master’s lips. He still utters 
the same “Fear not.” Do you in tribulation hear this sweet 


voice? 


Verse 18. Resurrection Hope. “I am he that liveth 
and was dead.” It was the same Jesus you saw die on the 
cross, thus again setting forth his humanity. . . . “Alive 


for evermore.” As a King he had conquered Death. One 
way in which Jesus now is oomese is shown by Chapt. 2:1, 
he walks in the midst of his Pa “Keys of hell,” 
not Gehenna, but Hades (R ), the unseen world place 
of the departed. 

Verse 19. The Commission Given. “Write the things.” 
As usual a human helper is called to proclaim the comfort- 
ing, heavenly message. He was both to write and send. 
Chapt. 2:1. The things are the vision, already seen, the 
letters to the churches, the later visions that John beheld. 

“Which are” actually present conditions. , 

“Which shall be” in the future of the church and in the 
glorious hereafter. 

Verse 20. Mysteries Cleared. “Stars in right hand.” 
Referred to in verse 16; the explanation here is that they are 
the “angels of seven churches.” The number seven repre- 
sents the whole number of ministers, that is, sent ones, for 
that is what “angels” mean. As the stars were in the right 
hand, so the idea is that all who minister in the church, all 
instrumentalities that are a help to the church, are in the 
sustaining hand of Christ, in his hand of power. . . 

“Seven candlesticks are the seven churches.” Referred to 
in verses 12 and 13. Seven in scripture is the complete 
number. It here means Christ’s churches in their complete- 
ness; his precious light bearers (Phil. 2:16), to whom is en- 
trusted the great commission; the success of which is 
Christ’s greatest concern. The church’s success likewise 
should be our greatest concern. He promises that the gates 
of hades shall not prevail against it. Christ is always in the 
midst of the churches. Verse 13; Chapt. 2:1; Matt. 28:20; 
18:20. Each individual Christian is a part of that church 
and as such is an angel, a sent one. (Chapt. 22:17.) As 
stars were the symbols of living, working forces that com- 
prise true churches, so faithful individuals who turn many 
to righteousness shall shine as the stars forever and ever. 
Dan. 12:3. Shall we be of that blessed number? 


PRAYER MEETING. 


Fred’k F. Grim. 
LIGHTS IN THE WORLD. 


Matt. 5: 14-16. References, John 5: 32-35; Phil. 
2: 14-16. 

As in nature, so in the realm of the spirit there are 
lights of different order. All have an important func- 
tion to perform. But without the light of the sun— 
the center of our solar system—this would be a dark 
and cheerless world; but not more so than if the name 
and memory of Christ could be forgotten, and the 
light of his presence was extinguished. What would 
the Bible be if Christ were removed? He it is that 
illuminates the whole world, and if we but follow him 
we shall have the light of life. He speaks of John 
as a light in whose presence they were willing to 
rejoice for a season. But how deeply his first disciples 
must have been stirred when he said to them, “Ye are 
the light of the world. Let your light shine 





before men.” They are not words to be wrangled 
over or conjured with; they are of universal applica- 
tion. We shall not forget to pause in the midst of the 
hurry and bustle of this work-a-day life, and in medi- 


tation ask ourselves: Am I a light in the midst of 
darkness, gloom and despair? Is the world brighter, 
happier, and has it more of the heavenly joy because 
I am living? 

Avoid Extremes. 

Great temptation besets us to put our light under 
a bushel if it is going to involve us in difficulty. How 
many people reason in this fashion: “It is going to 
cost me something. I can’t conduct my business just as 
I want to. It’s a great annoyance, so I will just turn 
my light low for a few years or keep it hid, and then 
I can go along about as I please. If I am not too 
busy or too tired I will go to church when some “big 
preacher’ comes along.” Sometimes you will find these 
people at the conventions. They don’t know much 
about what is going on, but then they join the pro- 
cession and are found on dress parade. You may 
deceive yourself, and possibly you may deceive the 
world for a brief time, but be assurred you cannot de- 
ceive your Lord and Master. 

Just let your light shine constantly and steadily. 
Don’t wave it about and cry out: “Look here and see 
me.” Light does not make any noise. It just shines. 
If a light burns low and gets to “sputtering,” we get 
just a little concerned, and well we may, for there is 
something wrong. Your light will be turned into 
darkness and many will stumble and fall. 

Nature and Purpose. 

It is giving forth of itself. It is sacrificial; and 
only in this way can its purpose be accomplished. If 
the sun would refuse to shine it would be turned into 
darkness. We must keep in close touch with the 
source of divine power. We must “practice the 
thought” of the divine presence, and constantly hold 
communion with him who can supply our every want. 
The reason why so many are giving such poor lights is 
that the connection is not good, or it has been broken 
somewhere. Let us be careful not to find ourselves 
in the situation of the foolish virgins. They had their 
lamps, and alas! that is all some people have today. 
Their religion is in a book, or at best it is something 
to be apprehended intellectually, to be argued about 
and disputed over. Truth must be vitalized. “It must 
glow in human hearts, born on human tongues and 
shine in human lives.” 

Let us remember that the purpose is not self-glory, 
but to give light to dispell the darkness, to glorify 
God. What the world knows of the Bible and of Jesus 
is not what they have read, but what they have seen 
in our lives. Their eyes are blinded, so that they can- 
not see Jesus only as they see him through us. With a 
determined purpose let us hold forth the word of life, 
that our labor may not have been in vain, and that 
we may have whereof to glory with the apostle Paul, 
in the day of Christ. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR, 


Charles Blanchard. 
REVERENCE FOR SACRED THINGS. 
(Topic for June 16. Ref. Ex. 3: 1-6.) 

This story of the manifestation of the Divine Pres- 
ence to Moses, while he kept the flock of Jethro, is 
suggestive of several things, from which we may get 
a needed lesson. 

“The Backside of the Desert.” 

“And he led the flock to the backside of the desert, 
and came to the mountain of God, even to Horeb.” 
Finding God at the backside of the desert is one of 
the things that we may learn from this. Thus Moses 
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found God. Perhaps he never would have realized the 
Divine Presence had he continued to live in the palace 
of Pharaoh, as the son of the princess. “By faith, 
Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather 
to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to 
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the 
reproaches of Christ greater riches than the treasures 
of Egypt, for he had respect unto the recompense of 
reward.” By faith Moses made his choice—and it 
was a heroic thing to do. But it required yet greater 
faith, arid the sternest stuff of genuine spiritual hero- 
ism, to continue forty years in the mountains of 
Midia, there to find God at last! 

What we need is more of the backside of the desert 
sort of faith, that we may realize, as we do not, the 
Divine Presence, and be made strong, as Moses, the 
servant of God, to endure as seeing him who is in- 
visible; and as Paul, who was three years in the des- 
ert of Arabia, that he might come to know the deep 
things of God and the mystery of grace. 

God in Common Ghings. 

“And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in 
a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush.” Finding 
God in common things, in out-of-the-way places, is 
another thing we may gather from this simple narra- 
tive. It is a beautiful symbol, this burning bush, of 
the Divine Presence. It tells us we may find God 
anywhere! O, how slow of heart we are to learn, as 
Moses was, as the disciples were, from the parables of 
the Lord. I’m glad God appeared to Moses in a bush 
—the very commonest of objects—and not in the pal- 
ace of Pharaoh. Will we ever learn that God is not 
worshiped nor reverenced alone in temples made with 
the hands; neither in this mountain nor in yonder; 
but they that worship the Father must worship him in 
spirit and in truth! It is the question that perplexed 
the Master’s life. It is the old problem that Paul met 
on Mars’ Hill. We are terribly in the toils of tradi- 
tion and temple service still. 

Curiosity Not Rewerence. 

Another thing we have to learn is that curiosity is 
not reverence. “And Moses said, I will now turn 
aside and see this great sight, why the bush is not 
burned.” It was necessary for Moses, the man of 
God, to be stopped and reproved. “Draw not nigh 
hither; put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the 
place whereon thou standest is holy ground. ae 
that we had eyes to see the glory of God in the burn- 
ing bush, and ears to hear the solemn word of warn- 
ing against our almost universal lack of reverence! In 
reverence is one of the awful sins of the age. 


HOW GO SGVDY GHE EPIS- 
GLES OF JAMES, JVDE 
AND PEGER. 


[Supplementary to the C. E. reading courses. ] 
Marion Stevenson. 

The Epistles of James and Jude are unique treas- 
ures. They were written by two sons of Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, therefore by the brothers of our Lord. 
This fact invests them with a fine sentiment. 

Before you study the writings, study the men. The 
home training of Jesus was the home training of James 
and Jude. These three boys had the same parents, 
just, devout, pious and pure. They shared the same 
privations, helped one another in the same tasks, 
climbed the same hills. loved the same valleys, learned 
the same lessons, studied the same Scriptures, heard 





the same traditions, went to the same synagogue on 
the Sabbath, traveled in the same companies to the 
great feasts. 

When Jesus began his public ministry they did not 
believe on him. They did not understand him. They 
joined in the attempt of the family to put their insane 
rere under restraint. From his trial and death 
they stood aloof and hid themselves from his shame. 
They were not present at his cross, they left his burial 
to strange hands. We can understand how his bap- 
tism in shame overwhelmed their grief. 

James a Slave to His Lord. 

After his resurrection he appeared unto James. 
From that moment James became “the slave of the 
Lord Jesus” and rose to apostolic dignity in the church 
in Jerusalem. We may also believe that he spent 
some time in traveling and preaching the good news of 
the risen Lord. 

He writes to the Jewish Christians scattered abroad. 
He is a Christian, but ever a Jew. His epistle is the 
word of the most primitive stage of the development 
of Christianity. Its sympathies are scarcely less nar- 
row than the spirit of the old religion. It is concerned 
about proper outward conduct. Newer and more spir- 
itual ideas of relation to God are scarcely hinted. It 
reads like the wisdom literature of the Old Testament. 
It is the literature of the first stage. Peter is the 
prophet of a wider view and a better purpose of 
Christ. Paul proclaims a still wider conception, 
John is the seer with clear vision of the perfect spirit- 
ual purpose and power of the only Begotten of the 
Father. Read the Epistle of John when you have 
finished the Epistle of James. We rise to the plane 
of John, however, only from the plane of James. No 
better guide to Christian conduct has ever been writ- 
ten for the beginner than the Epistle of James. It 
should be hid in the heart. 

Study the epistle with the help of the Revised Ver- 
sion with marginal references. As you read make a 
note of the references to the books of Job, Proverbs, 
Psalms, the Pentateuch, Isaiah, Amos, and to various 
Old Testament persons and events. The Old Testa- 
ment was the text book in the Nazareth home. James 
was acquainted also with the Wisdom Literature of 
the Apocrypha, Ecclesiasticus and the Wisdom of 
Solomon. 

The marginal references reveal numerous allusions 
to the Sermon on the Mount. Doubtless James was in 
the audience when it was delivered. He makes more 
frequent reference to its teaching than to any other 
part of the Scripture. James has the same love of 
nature and the same fondness for the parable that 
characterized the teaching of his brother Jesus. 

Complete the study of the epistle by making a table 
of contents of its teachings. Note what he has to say 
about conduct in trial, the relation of the word to con- 
duct, respect of persons, the use of the tongue, true 
and false wisdom, strife and worldliness, oppression of 
the poor, encouragement for the oppressed, miscella- 
neous precepts, instruction to the sick. The every- 
dayness of the epistle impresses us. It is indispensa- 


ble to us. 
(To be Continued.) 





As I walked by myself, I said to myself, 
And myself said again to me, 
Look to thyself, take care of thyself, 
For nobody cares for thee. 
Then I said to myself, and thus answered myself, 
With the self-same repartee, 
Look to thyself, or look not to thyself 
’Tis the self-same thing to me. 





20 THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY OF 


June 6, 190] 





GHE QVIEG HOV®R. 


(The Internationa! Bible Reading Association Dally Readings.) 


By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, M. A. 
The Holy Spirit Given. 

“When He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide 

you into all truth.”—John 16, 13. 
Monday. Acts 2, 1-11. 

Very wonderful and very blessed were the effects of 
Pentecost. The recital of these mysteries and por- 
tents—is it nothing but a history? Is it the reminis- 
cence of a vanished age of gold? Did Christianity 
set out on its course attended by miracles of uplifting 
and salvation which were never meant to be perma- 
nent? Must we look for “shades of the prison-house” 
closing about the church of God, which was born 
among those splendors and triumphs? 

To ask these questions is to answer them. If my 
life is nerveless and ineffective, if the army of the liv- 
ing God is working a mournfully small deliverance 
on the earth, if there are few conversions of sinners 
into saints and of enemies into friends; it is not be- 
cause the fire is quenched or the power withdrawn. 
It is because I and others are not receiving and em- 
ploying the immeasurable resources of heaven which 
are freely placed at our disposal. God has not revoked 
the baptism of Pentecost. The endowment of the first 
century remains the endowment of the twentieth. 

To-day I may enjoy the overflowing benediction of 
the Upper Room. To-day I may go forth to the bat- 
tles of my Lord, strengthened with that unearthly 
might which dwelt in the Apostles. 

Tuesday. Acts 2, 12-21. 

The Holy Spirit can quicken me into a witness for 
Christ, as he quickened Peter. Yesterday you might 
have named Peter Mr. Ready-to-Halt. To-day, pos- 
sessed by the truth and valiant for it, he has become 
Mr. Standfast. 

I can guess with what sort of message the Spirit 
of Jesus will send me forth. 

It will be one in which there is a grave and thor- 
ough-going doctrine of sin—sin which, in its guilt and 
blackness, deserves the wrath of God. There is need 
for the doctrine when a too-sanguine optimism is as 
popular as a too-despairing pessimism. 

It will be one which holds Christ up for the accept- 
ance of men, and, most especially, Christ crucified, the 
Substitute, the Sin-bearer, the Lamb of sacrifice and 
propitiation. 

It will be one through which there quivers the pas- 
sion to redeem. And it will be one in which the speak- 
er forgets himself altogether, and is conscious merely 
of the Redeemer he seeks to commend, and the lost 
he seeks to gain. 

Would that I were a prophet after this fashion! 

Wednesday. Acts 2, 37-47. 

People tell me that the era of miracles is gone. No 
more melancholy word could be spoken, if it were a 
true word. But it is false. Conversion is the stand- 
ing and perpetual miracle of all the Christian genera- 
tions. 

The era of miracles ended! But when was its lat- 
est hour? When did the wonder-working God take 
his departure from the world? In the sixteenth cen- 
tury, in the time of the Reformation, I see multitudes 
pressing near to his throne and his gracious Face. 
In John Wesley’s day, and George Whitefield’s, I dis- 
cover that sleeping souls are being roused and regen- 
erated from Cornwall to Cumberland, and from the 
lifework of Charles Spurgeon and Mr. Moody; and 


from many a mission field in Africa and India and 
China and the islands of the Pacific. 

“There were added unto them in that day about 
three thousand souls”; not of the Pentecost in Jeru- 
salem only is the record true. 

Thursday, Acts 4, 23-31. 


Give me this boldness, my Lord, to speak for Jesus. 

Never was Biblical scholarship more exact than in 
my time, more anxious to arrive at the truth regarding 
the sacred books, more abundantly justified by the 
striking discoveries which it has made. Never was 
there a more painstaking endeavor to communicate to 
all who will listen the real meaning of Scripture. Never 
was work in Christ’s harvest field more carefully and 
more systematically organized. Never in the history 
of Christianity were philanthropy and self-sacrifice 
more zealous in seeking to win the sceptical and the 
outcast both at home and far away. 

But I crave something more. I would fain speak 
the word with a boldness born from above. 

Ah, well, the Divine Power, which made the Apos- 
tles ambassadors in deed and in truth, is waiting to 
equip me, so that my words, like Luther’s, will be half- 
battles—no, not half-battles but complete and absolute 
triumphs. Let me receive the Holy Spirit in the quiet 
of the Upper Room, and in public my Master will win 
his captives and his citizens through me. 

Friday, Joel 2, 28-32. 


The Mystics said that there were three stages on 
the road to sainthood—Purification, Illumination, Un- 
ion. Up to each of these stages it is the task and the 
joy of the Holy Spirit to conduct me. 

He purifies. He disciplines me, he ennobles me, 
until I am changed into the image and the stainless- 
ness of my Lord. 

And he illumines. He makes the Bible shine as with 
the light of a transfiguration. 

And he unites. It is the crowning mystery and the 
consummate gladness. He infuses into me a life which 
is nothing lower and nothing less than the life of Jesus 
Christ. I think my Master’s thoughts. I throb with 
my Master’s purposes. I bring my Master back in 
miniature to the world. 

Saturday. John 14, 15-26. 


Once, in a time of sickness, sickness that led him to 
the gates of death, John Woolman, that sweet and 
sublime soul over whom “the Dove seemed visibly 
brooding,” had a vision. He forgot his own name; 
his separate identity was lost. Then he heard the an- 
gels sing, “John Woolman is dead,” and he wondered 
greatly what these celestial voices might mean. But 
at last he felt a divine strength prepare his mouth, so 
that he said, “I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless 
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.” And then 
the vision was opened to him. He perceived that there 
was joy in heaven over a sinner who had repented, 
and that the language, “John Woolman is dead,” sig- 
nified the death of his own will. 

May God the Spirit unite me thus with Christ my 
Lord! May I know that I am in Christ, and that 
Christ is in me, manifesting himself to me in another 
way than he does to the world. Till I am a new man, 
a new creation, a child in the blameless family of God. 

Sunday, John 16, 1-14, 


It is not easy to describe that Power from on high 
which is within my reach. Power, even on its lower 
levels, eludes and escapes exact definition. Light and 
heat, the storm and the sea, the living seed and the 
permeating leaven, the wind rooting up the forest trees 
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and the dew refreshing the face of nature and the lit- 
tle child in the home—every one of them is invested 
with the mysterious quality of power; and yet who 
shall explain in what the quality consists? But, if its 
secret baffles my discovery, I am a witness of its ef- 
fects; I can study it in the results which it brings 
about ; I know it by its fruits. 

I crave the witness of these things, the presence of 
the Paraclete, in myself. Through me may he convict 
the world of sin and righteousness and judgment. 
May he guide me into all the truth. 





OVR PULPIT. 


A NOTABLE SERMON. 

Synopsis of a sermon preached at the Diamond Jubilee of 
the Congregational Home Missionary Society, by Dr. 
Lyman Abbott. 

Text—“After this manner therefore pray ye, Our Father 
who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.”—Matt. 
vi., 9-10. 

OR something like nine centuries the church 
of Christ has been praying this prayer, 
and yet I wonder how much the church of 

Christ has really believed in the prayer— 

how much it has really believed that the 

kingdom of God was to come in the earth, 
and the will of God to be done in the earth, 
as it is in heaven. Take your concordance 
and examine the phrase “Kingdom of God” 
and set down in array the scripture texts, 
especially those uttered by Jesus Christ con- 
cerning the kingdom of God. This kingdom of God 
is athand. It is one which the poor in spirit, the hum- 
ble, the children easily enter. It is one which is open 
to the pagan nations. They will come from afar to 
enter it, while some of the children of Abraham will be 
shut out. It is a kingdom which it is difficult for the 
rich to enter and impossible for the self-satisfied and 
the self-righteous to enter. It is growing up on the 
earth; it is like a seed planted and growing secretly, 
men know not how. It grows from little beginnings to 
a great consummation. It grows under difficulty, and 
its growth depends upon circumstances. Sometimes it 
grows rapidly, sometimes slowly, sometimes it grows 
a little while and then fails and falls back again. Oth- 
er things grow as well as the kingdom of God, evil as 
well as good, tares as well as wheat ; and yet it is here. 
It is like a feast; the rich, the noble, the aristocratic, 
the educated, the cultivated are invited and they make 
excuses ; one is too much occupied with his business ; 
another is too much occupied with his property, 
another is too much concerned with domestic affairs ; 
then the highways and hedges are sought for the 
poor, the lame, the halt, to come in. But to all the 
message is the same. The table is ready; all things 
are ready. Come! It is here; you have not to wait. 

Invisible Kingdom. 


And still, though it grows up here, and is here, and 
the message given to the disciples is to tel] men that 
it is here, they cannot see it; they cannot say, “Lo here, 
lo there, look at it!” It is invisible; men cannot see it 
unless a new power of vision is given to them. It is 
not ostensible; it is not palpable. It is earthly, be- 
cause it is on the earth, and yet it is celestial, because 
it is spiritual. It is human, because it is made up of 
men; it is divine, because it is the kingdom of God. 

And when the consummation of human history is ac- 
complished, the consummation will be written in this 





sentence: “The kingdoms of this world have become 
the kingdoms of Our Lord and of his Christ.” The 
kingdoms of this world—still world kingdoms, the 
politics still human politics, the rule still human rule, 
and yet transformed so that the kingdoms of this world 
themselves are the kingdoms of our Lord and of his 
Christ. We are not to wait until the drama is over; 
we are not to wait until some great surprises are made 
in some future state; we are not to wait for the king- 
dom of God to be seen in the celestial city. The new 
Jerusalem is coming down out of heaven among men. 

“Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, in earth as it 
is in heaven.” The ideal celestial, the realization earth- 
ly. The subject, men; the center and source and power 
divine. 

I must assume what I should like to attempt to 
demonstrate, that the kingdom of God is to be on the 
earth, that Jesus Christ came to establish that king- 
dom of God on the earth, to found here upon this 
globe, out of living men, a new social order, and that 
he has appointed his church to take this work up and 
carry iton. We, his followers, are to herald this king- 
dom on the earth, organize this kingdom on the earth, 
suffer for this kingdom on the earth, and by our teach- 
ing, Our organization and our suffering, build up this 
kingdom of God on the earth. 

Essential Elements of Faith. 

There are five points of Calvinism and there are five 
points of Christianity. Perhaps the five points of 
Christianity which I shall specify are not the dive points 
some of you would specify, nor will I pretend to say 
that the five points of which I shall speak are sufficient- 
ly adequate and comprehensive to include Christianity. 
But I think you will all agree with me that they are at 
least essential elements in the Christian faith, and they 
are expressed by these five words: Revelation, redemp- 
tion, regeneration, atonement and sacrifice. These five 
words have their individual and personal meaning, 
and on that great stress has been laid in the past, and 
not too much stress; but they also have a corporate or 
social meaning, and it is to these five words that I want 
to direct your thoughts. 

1. In the first place, revelation is a personal word— 
the unveiling of God through Moses and David and 
Isaiah and Paul to you and to me, one by one. But 
this is not all that revelation means, and this is not 
even chiefly what revelation means. Says Dr. Samuel 
Harris of Yale Theological Seminary: “The Bible is 
not a collection of truths which God from time to.time 
whispered in the ear to be communicated to the world 
as the uncharging formulas of thought and life for all. 
Revelation is God’s majestic march through history, 
redeeming men from sin.” The revelation of God 
is the revelation of a God in history as much now as 
at any former time. 

2. Redemption has a personal meaning. It is the 
saving of the individual soul, and souls must be 
saved, one by one. But redemption is more than per- 
sonal; it is organic, it is corporate. Christ is the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world, 
not some sins from some men in the world. He is the 
God who is majestically marching through history, 
redeeming not individuals merely, picked here and 
there, but redeeming the world. 

3. Regeneration is an individual matter. Each 
individual soul must be born into the spiritual life as 
each individual soul must be born into the earthly life. 
But regeneration is more than an individual matter; 
it is a corporate matter, it is social. The nation is to 
be born anew ; the community in its industry, its gov- 
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ernment, its social order, is to be born from above. 
Socialism and Christianity are alike in that both of 
them seek a new social order. They are unlike in the 
method by which they propose to secure the new social 
order. 

The method of Christianity is that of regeneration. 
Christ was not a reformer ; he was a regenerator. That 
is to say, Christ said very little about the forms of so- 
ciety, and a great deal about the spirit and the life 
which was to animate society. Life involves a spirit 
and an organism, the organism through which it acts, 
the spirit which acts through the organism. The re- 
former wishes to change the organism ; Christ left the 
organism almost wholly untouched, and devoted him- 
self to changing the spirit. Government was despotic ; 
he did not preach republicanism. Slavery was univer- 
sal; he said nothing about slavery. He sought to put 
into the existing forms a new life that the new life 
itself might create new forms or use the old ones. 

4. Atonement is individual and personal. Each soul 
must be brought into harmony with God. But atone- 
ment is more than individual and personal; it is or- 
ganic, it is corporate. In that unity of the individual 
soul with God is the secret of the unity of the human 
race in itself. “God was in Christ,” says Paul, “recon- 
ciling the world unto himself,” and because he was 
reconciling the world unto himself he was reconciling 
all parts of the world to one another. The secret of 
unity is the recognition of God’s fatherhood, and of 
Christ’s redeeming work in the world. Christ has told 
us what is the secret of the unity of the human race. 
“Call no man your father upon the earth, for all ye 
are brethren,” and again, “Own no man your master 
on the earth, for one is your master, even Christ.” 

5. Sacrifice is personal. Christ suffered and 
died once for all, for the sins of the whole world. 
Sacrifice is individual; it is personal. Christ died for 
me—you cannot state that so strongly that I will not 
say amen to it. But sacrifice is generic and corporate 
and continuous. I will not enter into the debated ques- 
tion whether we are to say that Christ died on our be- 
half or that Christ died in our stead, but this I will 
say—and I am sure you will agree with me—his death 
is idle for us unless we take up our cross and follow 
him. His death is idle for us unless we die with him, 
and his crucifixion is ineffective for us unless we also 
are crucified and rise with him. It is written all over 
the gospels ; it is written all over the Pauline writings. 
The Roman Catholics are right in their statement that 
the sacrifice is a continuous sacrifice; they are wrong 
in thinking it is a mere show of sacrifice—the wine and 
bread upon the altar. It is a sacrifice in the home, in 
the store, in the shop, a sacrifice day by day by every 
man for his fellow men. 


EXPOSITORY HINTS. 


Perfection in Service. 

“He gave some to be apostles, and some prophets, 
and some evangelists, and some pastors and teach- 
ers; for the perfecting of the saints unto the work 
of ministry, unto the building up of the body of 
Christ.”—-Eph. 4: 11, 12. These words plainly teach 
that the multiplied agencies within the church exist 
for a practical end. That end is stated to be “the 
perfecting of the saints unto the work of minister- 
ing.” Means of grace have for their end preparation 
for work. They are the food which is to give strength 
for the work of ministering. 

The common version is misleading. There an 





official class, called “the Christian ministry,” has 
been substituted for a ministering church. In the 
New Testament equality of responsibility is connect- 
ed with equality of privilege. There is no priestly 
class. Of all believers it is said “ye are a royal 
prietshood.” There is no official class called “the 
Christian ministry.” Every Christian is a minister or 
servant of Christ. The offices and ordinances of re- 
ligion are for the perfecting of all the saints unto 
the work of serving. It is not enough that Chris- 
tians live decent lives. They are to live useful lives. 
It is not enough that they are good, they are to be 
good for something. They are to be the ministering 
body of Christ; they are to serve him by serving 
others; they are to fill up that which remains of his 
service to the world. 

Through service comes edification. The saints are 
perfected in the work of ministering “unto the build- 
ing up of the body of Christ.” Service has a reflex 
influence upon the individual. It is a condition of 
spiritual growth. It is also the condition of church 
growth. In order to grow the church must put her- 
self into vital and practical relation with the world, 
ministering of what she has to the whole circle oi 
human needs, but ministering especially to those deep 
spiritual needs which it is her peculiar mission to 
supply. 

Griamph in Christ. 

“Thanks be unto God who always leadeth us in 
triumph in Christ.”—II Cor. 2: 14. Two views have 
been taken of this verse. The first view is based 
upon the opinion that the figure contained in these 
words is that of a Roman triumph given to a success- 
ful general upon his return to the Imperial city. In 
the brilliant pageant he leads his captives through the 
gates in triumph. According to this view, God is 
represented as leading his people in triumph as tro- 
phies of his saving power; exhibiting those who 
were his former foes as willing captives overcome by 
love. 

The other view represents God not as triumphing, 
over his people, but as triumphing through them. 
Working in them mightily; making them strong for 
the conflict; transforming them from cowards into 
heroes, he leads them forth as his conquering legion. 
These two views are not antagonistic. The triumph 
of God over his people and through his people is said 
to be “in Christ.” conquers us through Christ; 
he makes us conquerors through Christ. Christ is 
the medium through whom divine power reaches us. 

Our triumph is constant. God is to be thanked 
because “he always leadeth us in triumph in Christ.” 
His conquest over us is continuous; our submission 
to him is unbroken. His conquest through us is also 
constant. He makes us successful in every conflict, 
leading us on, through the power of Christ, from vic- 
tory to victory. 

By his triumph over us and through us God 
“makes manifest through us the Savior of the knowl- 
edge of Christ in every-place.” The life in which God 
rules and reigns makes the name of Christ fragrant. 
For, since from him is the power, to him is the glory. 





I asked the roses, as they grew 

Richer and lovelier in their hue, 

What made their tints so rich and bright; 
They answered, “Looking toward the light.” 
Ah! secret dear! said heart of mine; 

God meant my life to be like thine, 

Radiant with heavenly beauty bright, 

By simply looking toward the Light. 
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(x] BOOKS... 


A book by Wm. Boyd Carpenter, 
Bishop of Ripon, on “The Religious 
Spirit in the Poets,” has just appeared. 
it is fortunate in not being an attempt 
to formulate the theology of the poets. 
This would be an entirely gratuitous 
undertaking. It is not impossible that 
a poet may be a theologian—but his 
theology is neither his power nor his 
charm. The probability is that he is 
not a theologian at all. The true the- 
ologian has such a care for consistency 
as to clip the wings of fancy; the true 
poet must be free. 

Theology aims to enclose all truth. 
It analyzes, systematizes, classifies and 
iabels. It must be all-inclusive and its 
parts mutually consistent. This task 
is interesting, but has not yet been ac- 
complished. 

Such a habit of thought stifles free- 
dom. It quenches the muse. If this 
were done in furtherance of truth, it 
would be well—but there is more truth 
in our best poetry than in our best 
theology. There is more truth than 
poetry in the best poetry. There is 
more truth in poetry than in logic. 

Spiritual truth is more a matter of 
insight than of syllogisms. Spiritual 
truth is warm; logic is cold. Truth 
is a circle; logic is a square. Logic 
attains to demonstration of truth. It 
is the instrument of reason. Poetry is 
the article of faith. 

Bishop Carpenter is right in main- 
taining as he does with force the kin- 
ship between religion and poetry. He 
is also just in holding that there can 
be poetry without religion and re- 
ligion without poetry. As a matter of 
fact, however, such instances are rare. 

The book opens with the suggestive 
remark of Benj. Jowett to a young girl 
whom he found reading a semi-theo- 
logical book, that Wordsworth would 
be more suitable. This is the key- 
thought of the first chapter and, in- 
deed, of the book. 

After discussing general principles 
in chapters on “Kinship Between Re- 
ligion and Poetry,” “Religion and Lit- 
erary Inspiration,” and “The Genuine 
and Superficial Religious Element,” the 
author treats of the religious spirit 
in selected poets and poems. If it shall 
succeed in impressing the wisdom of 
Jowett’s advice upon its readers it will 
prove a useful book. 

Preachers will be wise when they 
recognize that it is more profitable for 
them to feast on the poets—the real 
poets—than upon the theologians, that 
is, if they care that their thoughts 
should have in them the breath of life. 
Poetry is not mere sentimentalism. It 
can be as robust and as invigorating to 
the mind as logic. Perhaps it is well 
to say that both logic and theology 
have a useful place, and there is no 
intention to decry the latter. But they 
are not everything, even in invigorat- 
ing mental training of the preacher. 








The zeal for Kipling was a tribute 
to the vigor and virility with which he 
has declared his vision of things as 
they are. 

Tennyson is gentler and not so rug- 
ged, but he, too, has a vision. He sings 
of the problems of life. He feeds us. 
No doubt a theology might be ex- 
tracted from his works but he has not 
done it. It would not have been ar- 
tistic. It would not have been accord- 
ing to the analogy of nature or revela- 
tion. His thoughts are not labeled; 
they are living. 


“Constructive Studies In the Life of 
Christ, An Aid to Historical Study, 
and a Condensed Commentary on 
the Gospels,” by Earnest DeWitt 
Burton and Shailer Mathews, Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press, 1901, pp. 
295. Price $1. 

The makers of this volume have had 
in mind needs of students in acade- 
mies and colleges, and in the advanced 
classes of Sunday schools. The vol- 
ume is a contribution distinct and help- 
ful to that higher type of Sunday 
school and Bible class work which is 
demanded at the present time and is 
certainly destined to displace the mis- 
cellaneous and unpedagogical Bible 
study so largely in vogue even yet, in 
spite of the protests of those who feel 
its inadequacy. The advantages of the 
volume lie in its introduction, on the 
subject of of Palestine during the last 
two centuries before Christ, its careful 
division of the life of Christ and dis- 
cussion of the various portions of our 
Lord’s career, with full references to 
helpful literature, both permanent and 
periodical, and suggestions for teach- 
ing. It is a book whose value will not 
depend upon the arrangement of any 
mere concerted course of studies in 
the life of Christ, but can be taken up 
at any time and carried forward by the 
appropriate section of any school or by 
a single class. 


“What Is Your Life? or Aims and Aids 
to Success and Happiness,” by W. J. 
Russell, St. Louis Christian Publish- 
ing Co., 1900. Price $1. 

The table of contents of this volume 
indicates its scope and range, dealing 
as it does with such questions as 
“The Value of Time,” “The Bad and 
Good Life,” “Character Building,” 
“The Business Life,” “Christian Citi- 
zenship,” “Amusements,” etc. The es- 
says are suggestive, and numerous ref- 
erences are made to standard and help- 
ful literature. The book is not ambi- 
tious in its purpose, and it will be 
found excellent in its spirit and fre- 
quently suggestive. 


“Satan, His Kingdom and Its Over- 
throw,” by W. E. B. Fleming H. 
Revell Co., Chicago. pp 54. Price 10 
cents. 

Mr. Blackstone is the author of sev- 
eral books dealing with eschatology 
from the ultra pre-millenial point of 
view. The effort of this booklet is to 


rehabilitate the doctrine of Satan, 
which the author conceives to be in 
danger of neglect. 


“Messiah’s Second Advent, A Study in 


Eschatology,” by Calvin Goodspeed, 
D. D., LL. D., Toronto. Wm. Briggs, 
1900. pp. 284. Price $1. 


The author is professor of sys- 
tematic theology and apologetics in 
McMaster University, Toronto. The 
work is an able statement of the post- 
millenarian, and shows conclusively 
the unsubstantial foundations of pre- 
millenial arguments and _ interpreta- 
tions of Scripture. Perhaps the great- 
est defect of the work lies in its lit- 
eralism, which fails to separate be- 
tween figure and fact in Biblical teach- 
ings regarding the last things. 


“Parliamentary Rules Made Easy,” by 
Mrs. Emma Lord Langan, Kansas 
City. Hailman & Co. 25 cents. 

A convenient presentation of the 
principles of procedure that should 
regulate deliberative bodies. Any who 
are called upon to preside over or who 
have anything to do with gatherings 
of the kind would find this book of 
value. 


ae ee 


FRESH AT NIGHT. 


If One Vses the Right Kind of 
Foo i. 

If by proper selection of food one 
can feel strong and fresh at the end 
of a day’s work, it is worth while to 
know the kind of food that will pro- 
duce this result. 

A school teacher of Media, Kan., 
says in this connection, “I commenced 
the use of Grape-Nuts Food five 
months ago. At that time my health 
was so poor that I thought I would 
have to give up my work altogether. 
I was rapidly losing in weight, had 
little appetite, was nervous and sleep- 
less, and experienced, almost con- 
stantly, a feeling of exhaustion. i 
tried various remedies without good 
results, then I determined to give par- 
ticular attention to my food, and have 
learned something of the properties of 
Grape-Nuts for rebuilding the brain 
and nerve centers. 

“I commenced using that food and 
have since made a constant and rapid 
improvement in health in spite of the 
fact that all this time I have been en- 
gaged in the most strenuous and ex- 
acting work. 

“IT have gained twelve pounds in 
weight and have a good appetite, my 
nerves are steady and I sleep sound. 
I have such strength and reserve force 
that I feel almost as strong and fresk 
at the close of a day’s work as at the 
beginning. 

“Before using Grape-Nuts I was 
troubled much with weak eyes, but as 
my vitality increased the eyes became 
stronger. I never heard of food as 
nutritious and economical as Grape- 
Nuts. Please omit my name from 
print.” Name can be given by Postum 
Careal Co., Ltd., Battle Creek, Mich. 
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Personalf 

A. R. Hunt reports one addition at 
Savannah, Mo., recently. 

Geo. L. Snively reports four addi- 
tions at Jacksonville, Lll., May 2é6th. 

Prof. Goodnight of Eureka college 
preached at Cameron, IIl., where O. D. 
Maple ministers, May 4th. 

R. M. Monhall of Rock Creek, O., 
preached the memorial sermon to the 
G. A. R. at East Trumbull, O. 

John D. Austin reports two more 
additions and continued interest at 
the Mission Church in Bloomington, 
Lllinois. 

0. D. Maple, Cameron, IIl., preached 
at Meridian Church for T. H. Good- 
night, while President Lyons of Mon- 
mouth preached at Cameron for him. 

H. A. Davis, state evangelist of Col- 
orado, is in a meeting at Lamar, 
where Clay T. Runyan is pastor, with 
ten additions at last report. 

After over a year of successful work 
at Bangor, Mich., Meade E. Dutt re- 
signed to take the work at Seymour, 
Ind., and will begin there June 9th. 

The receipts for Foreign Missions 
during the month of May amounted to 
$10,361.67, or a gain over the corres- 
ponding month last year of $1,785.04. 

Clay T. Runyan, pastor at Lamar, 
Colorado, delivered the annual memor- 
ial address May 26th at a union meet- 
ing of the churches, lodges and sol- 
diers. 

Elder Aaron Walker of Kokomo, 
Ind., the hero of fifty years’ struggles 
in defense of the Bible and Christian- 
ity, is the author of a new work, “Vital 
and Physical Force Philosophies.” 

F. S. White closed his first year as 
pastor of the church at Exeter, Neb., 
May 26th. He has been called to re- 
main another year at an increase of 
salary and will continue. 

The third annual luncheon of the 
Christian ministers of Kansas City 
and vicinity will occur June 7th. A 
good program of toasts has been ar- 
ranged. J. H. Hardin of Liberty, Mo., 
is to be toastmaster. 

Cc. W. Martz is ministering to the 
two churches at Boxley in Hamilton 
Co., Ind., and Independence in Tipton 
Co., same state. He preached the an- 
nual memorial sermon at Boxley Sun- 
day preceding Decoration day. 

D. D. Boyle of Topeka, Kan., and 
V. E. Ridenour recently closed a meet- 
ing of several weeks at Kingman, 
Kan., with 37 additions. Bro. Boyle 
continues with the church for a few 
weeks till a pastor can be secured. 

L. L. Carpenter of Wabash, Ind., on 
May 26th dedicated the new Roof 
Garden house of worship at Parkers- 
burg, W. Va., where O. G. White is 
the successful pastor, and raised the 
funds to liquidate the debt of $5,000. 

We were favored last week with a 
eall from Dean A. M. Haggard of the 
Bible college of Drake University. 
Bro. Haggard delivered an address be- 
fore the graduating class at Mechan- 





icsville, Iowa, on Friday night, May 
31st. 

0. D. Maple of Cameron, IIll., an- 
nounces that he would be pleased to 
arrange dates for lectures with 
churches near Buffalo while he is 
there attending the exposition. He 
will furnish terms and particulars to 
those inquiring. 

Charles Reign Scoville and DeLoss 
Smith, singing evangelist, are in a 
meeting at Bloomington, IIl., where J. 
H. Gilleland is pastor. They had 35 
additions Sunday, May 26th, making 
54 in seven days and meeting contin- 
uing with great interest. 

R. W. Stancill has resigned the pas- 
torate of the church at Fostoria, Ohio. 
Bro. Stancill’s pastorate there has 
been a very successful one and the 
resolutions adopted by the church in 
accepting his resignation show the 
high esteem in which he was held by 
the members. 

F. D. Wharton has received a call 
to continue with the church at Leon- 
ard, Texas, another year at increased 
salary. They expect to begin a pro- 
tracted meeting there June 16th with 
A. E. Ewell of Waxahachie as evan- 
gelist and Prof. I. E. Wharton, brother 
of F. D., as leader of song. 

At the seventh annual field meet of 
the Western Interco!legiate Athletic 
Association, held in Chicago June Ist, 
first honors were won by Notre Dame 
and Drake University came in second. 
Drake did not have her full team, but 
every man entered won his point and 
Mr. Pell of the Drake team won the 
gold medal for greatest number of in- 
dividual points won 

Sherman Hi!! writes as follows from 
Hampton,la., May 28: “We will close 
our pastorate here June 30th after 
most three years’ work. We will rest 
and read for a few weeks at Pendle- 
ton, Kan., where we may be ad- 
dressed for the present. We are 
greatly delighted with the Century. 
“much everyway.” It sounds a timely 
note and strikes a responsive chord. 
May God bless it immensely. 

The receipts for Foreign Missions 
from October ist to June Ist amount 
to $101,279.21, or a gain over the cor- 
responding eight months last year of 
$4,436.03. It is hoped the returns from 
Children’s Day will amount to at least 
$45,000. They ought to amount to $50,- 
000. If we reach $200,000 this year we 
must gain $15,563.97 in the next four 
months. This can be done if all will 
unite in a,strong effort. 

Singing Evangelist Guy B. William- 
son and Miss Beatrice Harney of 
Waverly, Ill., were married on May 
15th at the church in Waverly, Paul 
H. Castle of Centralia, Ill., officiating. 
Mrs. Williamson is an accomplished 
musician and will be a valuable aid to 
Bro. Williamson in his chosen work 
of singing evangelist. Immediately af- 
ter the completion of the marriage 
ceremony Mrs. W. was ordained to the 
work of an evangelist. 

During the singing of the opening 
hymn, “May Jesus Christ Be Praised,” 
a flaming cross appeared in the midst 


of the whiteness, arranged in the same 
manner. Much amiable rivalry is en- 
gendered among the Sunday Schools 
represented by the presentation of 
flags to the three schools selling the 


‘largest number of tickets. This year 


the first place was won by the Erie 
Temple Presbyterian school, they hav- 
ing sold over seven hundred tickets. 

At the last quarterly rally of the 
Christian Endeavor Union of the Cook 
county churches C. C. Redgrave of Ad- 
rian, Ill., gave his unique lecture on 
the subject “In the Footsteps of the 
Pioneers.”” He sounds no uncertain 
note in presenting the position of the 
reformers on their plea for the name. 
for apostolic baptism, the Lord’s Sup- 
per and Christian Union. Mr. Red- 
grave has spared himself no pains and 
money in securing pictures of historic 
persons and places to illustrate his 
splendid lecture. He makes Camp- 
bell, Scott and Stone to live and move 
again before you. One of the Chicago 
preachers said: “He should be kept 
busy every night in the year instruct- 
ing our younger people on this great 
plea.” Another said: “Our churches 
could do no better service for their 
members and communities than to 
have Bro. Redgrave lead them in the 
Footsteps of the Pioneers. 


WHERE'S THE VSE? — 


Drugging with Coffee and K eep- 
ing Sick All the Time. 

A coffee drinker is liable to a smash 
almost any time and without much 
warning. A New York man, C. W. 
Bedford, 1065 Lex. Ave., says that 
when he was in apparently perfect 
health, weighing about 185 pounds. 
with good appetite, he suddenly had a 
severe attack of gastritis. He lost his 
appetite and the doctor put him on a 
rigid diet and gave him remedies, but 
all to no purpose. He says, “Every- 
body I met had a cure and I tried a 
lot of them. I lost weight until I 
reached 144 pounds. I had those nasty 
gastric staggers. 

“About the middle of the summer, 
when on a vacation, a friend asked 
whether I drank coffee or not. Being 
told ‘that I did, he suggested that | 
quit it and take Postum Food Coffee 
and Grape-Nuts breakfast food. I 
laughed at him and told him that I was 
through with special articles of diet. 

“One day the nerves had another bad 
smash and I concluded to quit coffee 
and see if that was really the cause 
of the trouble. 

“Next morning I had Postum for 
breakfast and it was well made, and 
tasted good. I also had Grape-Nuts 
for breakfast, and from that day my 
troubles begade to fade away. 

“I am steadily gaining in. flesh, can 
sleep naturally, and cam eat whatever 
I want. What is the use*of a man’s 
drinking an article like coffee that 
poisons him, and causes such troubles 
as I have had when you can have a 
delicious Foéd Coffee like Rostum that 
builds up fiistead of tearing down?’ 
Health is worth more than all the cof- 
fee on earth. 
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°) Correspondence } 


ILLINOIS Y. P. S. C. E. 
NOTES. 

The Joliet C. E. has fine prospects 
for doubling its membership soon. 
They are not only grateful for the help 
of the Illinois Endeavorers to their 
home work, but have, with self-denial, 
sent an offering of $3.50 from their lit- 
tle band of ten or fifteen members. 

We are sorry to hear that Col. D. H. 
Darling, one of the zealous workers of 
the Joliet church, has been ill for a 
number of days. We trust that he will 
soon be restored to his health and his 
labor of love with the faithful in 
Christ. 

Brother I. R. Spencer, lately from 
Coldbrook, Lllinois, is to lead in the 
pastoral work for the present in the 
Joliet mission. Let us unite our pray- 
ers, young people, for their mutual 
success in the ministry of the Word. 








Please send an offering for the Joliet 
mission, the one child at home of the 
family of our Endeavorers in Illinois. 
Send all money to Ida J. Swan, secre- 
tary and treasurer, Chambersburg, Ill. 

Copy of blank reports sent out by 
J. G. Quinlan, superintendent of C. E., 
Dictrict One. 

1. Number of members present one 
year ago. 

2. Spiritual condition. 

3. Amount of money raised for mis- 
sion and other work. 

4. Members brought 
through the society work. 
5. Junior Endeavor work, if any. 

6. Have any C. E, societies been or- 
ganized in your county during the 
year? 

FIRST DISTRICT C. E. PROGRAM. 
Erie, Illinois, 2d Week in June. 
First forenoon, 9:30 to 12, devotional 

exercises, J. G. Quinlan, district supt., 

New Bedford, Ill.; paper, Dangers and 

Advantages of Taking the Pledge, Miss 

Louise M. Trimble, Princeton, II1.; 

What has C. E. Accomplished in the 

Way of Christian Union? C. Roy Stauf- 

fer, Pine Creek, Ill.; C. E. Work as a 

Means of Building Christian Charac- 

ter, O. F. Jordan, Rockford, IIL; 

What are Some of the Changes in C. 

B. Work Called for by Changes in So- 

cial Conditions? Miss Lillie Flick, Dix- 

on, Ill. Three minute reports from C. 

E. secretaries. What Societies as a 

Whole Throughout the District Have 

Done, J. G. Quinlan, Dist. Supt.; State 

Work, State Supt. Will F. Shaw. 


into church 





IOWA C. W. B. M. 


The convention at Marshalltown was 
the tenth C. W. B. M. convention held 
in that district. Sister Sargent, dis- 
trict secretary, had her work well in 
hand. Her own address deserves spe- 
cial mention and is an index to her 
work. 

Mrs. Bedwell of Grinnell conducted 
the Junior house. By some miscar- 
riage in the mails the Junior report 


failed to reach the convention, but the 
work was well discussed. 

Mrs, Pedan of Mason City read the 
paper prepared by Sister Hastings, 
“The C. W. B. M. as an Evangelistic 
Power.” It was shown how frequently 
an auxiliary is a forerunner of a 
church and how always it cultivates 
the evangelistic spirit. 

The roll call of auxiliaries was re- 
sponded to by 15 societies. We have a 
net gain of 10 auxiliaries in the dis- 
trict and a gain of 101% per cent in 
membership since last district conven- 
tion. 

The money to support our little In- 
dia orphan was willingly and cheer- 
fully given. 

Mrs. Williams of Brandon gave the 
“Auxiliary Address.” It was a history 
of Iowa C. W. B. M. This was fol- 
lowed by a memoria! hour in which not 
only the departed workers but the liv- 
ing absent workers were remembered. 
Many reminiscences of work and work- 
ers were given. 

A paper on “The Growing Demands 
of Our Growing Work,” written by 
Sister Minnie Usher, read by Sister 
Hanna, gave a review of the flelds, and 
was followed by a talk on how to meet 
the needs by the state secretary. 

Bro. C. C. Smith told of the school 
work among the negroes. 

In the evening of Wednesday Bro. 
Smith gave the C. W. B. M. address. 
One hundred and thirty-five dollars in 
pledges was raised by the auxiliaries. 
The Mason City young ladies agree to 
furnish one room in the Southern 
Christian Institute. We were sorry all 
our auxiliaries could not hear of 
this work, for all would want a share 
in it. Five auxiliaries were on the 
roll of honor. 





IOWA NOTES. 

E. L. Coons, traveling salesman and 
pastor of the church at Mt. Pleasant, 
is doing a great work, for which we 
rejoice. There were eleven acces- 
sions to the church at regular services 
on May 12th and 19th. 

Bro. Adams has taken the work at 
Oradel, Marion Co., for half time. He 
reports one confession May 26th. 

The work at Bedford continues to 
prosper under the efficient ministry of 
J. Will Watters. There were ten ad- 
ditions to the church during the month 
of May and 200 during his four years’ 
ministry, besides the erection of a 
$10,000 house. He will not remain at 
Bedford much longer. Some Iowa 
church ought to secure him. We don’t 
want him to leave our state. 

Vernon Herrington has closed his 
work at Minburn to accept the work at 
Coalfax. 

D. S. Domer of Pleasant Plains IIl., 
has taken the work at Brandon. 

Bro. J. T. Shreve is expected to take 
charge of the work at Oelwine soon. 

F. M. Kirkman preached at Corydon 
again June 2. F. B. Sapp, late of San 
Jose, Cal., will preach at Corydon 
June 9th. 


DO YOU GET UP 
WITH A LAME BACK ? 


Kidney Trouble Makes You Miserable. 


Almost everybody who reads the news- 
papers is sure to know of the wonderful 
cures made by Dr. 
|;, Kilmer's Swamp-Root, 
||| the great kidney, liver 
and bladder remedy. 

It is the great medi- 
~ Cal triumph of the nine- 
teenth century; dis- 
||} covered after years of 
NY scientific research by 

Dr. Kilmer, the emi- 

~ nent kidney and blad- 

: der specialist, and is 

wonderfully successful in promptly curing 

lame back, kidney, bladder, uric acid trou- 

bles and Bright's Disease, which is the worst 
form of kidney trouble. 

Dr. Kilmer's Swamp-Root is not rec- 
ommended for everything but if you havekid- 
ney, liver or bladder trouble it will be found 
just the remedy you need. It has been tested 
in so many ways, in hospital work, in private 
practice, among the helpless too poor to pur- 
chase relief and has proved so successful in 
every case that a special arrangement has 
been made by which all readers of this paper 
who have not already tried it, may have a 
sample bottle sent free by mail, also a book 
telling more about Swamp-Root and how to 
find out if you have kidney or bladder trouble. 
When writing mention reading this generous 
offer in this paper and 
send your address to gam 
Dr. Kilmer & Co., Bing- BB 
hamton, N. Y. The 
regular fifty cent and 
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Home of Guam fest. 
dollar sizes are sold by all good druggists. 


J. K. Ballou is preaching at Lone 
Tree. 

Jasper N. Smith is preaching for the 
churches at Pekin and Hedrick. 

J. H. Painter, who now lives at Ed- 
dyville, is available for preaching at 
least a part of the time. Bro. Painter 
should be kept busy. 

The church at Audubon was dedi- 
cated June 2d and the Morravian 
church will be dedicated June 9th. 


The Central District Convention was 
held at Pleasantville last week from 
Monday night to Wednesday after- 
noon. The Pleasantville brethren en- 
tertained us royally. Meals were 
served in the old church building that 
stood just across the street from the 
new church where the sessions were 
held. Bro. F. D. Farrell, the wide- 
awake pastor, had everything in read- 
iness. The attendance was not large, 
but all pronounced the convention a 
success. The officers for the next year 
are J. E. Denton, president; C. EB. 
Wells, vice president, and G. L. Bro- 
kaw, secretary. 

Many of the churches in Iowa have 
done nothing for state missions. Do 
not neglect this important duty. Will 
you not at once, or as soon as oppor- 
tunity affords, present this work to your 
congregation? Some of our congrega- 
tions have done well and many of our 
preachers are becoming enthusiastic 
for the work, but we need the help of 
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all. Many struggling congregations 
are in need of assistance and open 
doors in new fields are begging us to 
enter. Will you not respond with a 
generous offering for the work? 

B. S. Denny, Cor. Sec. 


NEBRASKA SECRE- 
GARY'S LEGGER. 

Evangelist Ogden is in a meeting 
near Ord. Will begin at Geneva June 
9h. W. F. King is the pastor at 
Diller. The Valparaiso work prospers 
under the care of W. L. Harris. Wick- 
man and Givens report twenty-one ad- 
ditions at Gering in the meeting there. 
Eleven of them heads of families. 
They are now at Chadron. 

One added at York recently. The 
plans for the improvements on the 
house of worship have been placed 
in the hands of contractors. 

H. A. Lemon spent Lord’s day with 
the church at Lanham recently. One 
confession. The quarantine has been 
raised at Hebron and the church work 





resumed. 
District convention of No. 8 comes 
at Beaver City, June 11-13. They al- 


ways have a good program out there, 
and it is essential that the churches in 
the district be represented. Write to 
A. C. Corbin, Beaver City, that you 
are coming. 

The convention of No. 5 was rather 
better than usual. The program show- 
ed thought both in its make up and in 
the manner of execution. Mrs. Clara 
Hazelrigg of Kansas, was present, giv- 
ing two addresses. The address of wel- 
come by the pastor of the Fairbury 
Methodist church was a happy blend- 
ing of good will and wit. The conven- 
tion was entertained in the usual 
hearty manner of that district, though 
the Fairbury congregation was with- 
out a pastor. The district officers are 
D. A. Wickizer, Beatrice, president; 
E. E. Headley, Route No. 2, Fairbury, 
corresponding secretary. Most of the 
preachers of the district were present, 
and a goodly delegation from the 
churches also. 

H. C. Holmes of Pontiac, Ill, was 
announced to preach for the Fairbury 
church on the 26th of May. 

I have an account of the unsavory 
reputation of one W. B. Cash, lately of 
Pierson, Iowa. It was intimated that 
he was headed west in the company of 
another man’s wife. I take this means 
among others, of warning our churches 
against him. If he turns up in your 
community write me for the facts 
as printed in his home paper. 

In view of the above, I wish to take 
this time to say a word about tramp 
preachers in general. Everything that 
is good is imitated and counterfeited. 
The better it is the more likely of the 
counterfeit and the more dangerous. 
This is true of the ministry. As soon 
as it becomes known that a congrega- 
tion is without a preacher, it becomes 
at once a prey to the wandering Wil- 
lies of the cloth. He appears from 


nowhere in particular, and has friends 
in all the large churches. He some- 


times carries credentials from some of 
them. He finds some brother or sister 
and announces his willingness to 
preach on the coming Lord's day, and 
desires simply the good of the church. 
He must needs preach and is indiffer- 
ent to the finances. Forthwith an an- 
nouncement is made without much 
consultation, and often without’ the 
knowledge of the officers of the 
church, who may have doubts, but dis- 
like to turn down the appointment of 
well meaning members. The results 
are often painful. I feel that it is time 
for the church officers to definitely un- 
derstand themselves, and to keep a 
good safe grip on the church door key. 
Let it be understood that no one is 
to be allowed to preach unless well 
known until after the elders have had 
a chance to‘look into the claims of 
the would-be preacher. No man who 
can not give a good account of him- 
self has any right to feel offended if he 
is not at once put into the most im- 
portant post in any town, the pulpit of 
the church of Christ. It may take a 
shrewd rascal no more than an hour 
to upset the confidence of the com- 
munity in the church. 
W. A. Baldwin. 
Ulysses, Nebraska. 





MISSOVRI MISSION 
NOTES. 

Lord’s day, May 26, was spent at 
Gorin, dedicating their new house of 
worship. Bro. A. J. Williams organ- 
ized the congregation and built the 
house. Dedication day was as beau- 
tiful as a day could be, and twice as 
many people came as the church would 
hold, and we had morning and after- 
noon services. There were $700 to 
raise, and the whole amount was pro- 
vided for, and the church was dedi- 
cated unto the Lord. Bro. Granville 
Snell came from Memphis and assisted 
in the services. Prof. Stagner led the 
song service, and of course it was ex- 
cellently done. Bro. J. M. Jayne of 
Memphis, who was away from home, 
was called up by ’phone and gave his 
pledge of $50, which in this way gave 
inspiration and helped to raise the 
needed amount amazingly. The whole 
services from beginning to end were a 
delight. 

One of the hardest tasks that I have 
had for some time was securing the 
usual 
Railroad Rate to the State 

Bible School Convention. 

For some reason the railroads have 
suddenly stiffened up in regard to such 
matters, and for a time it seemed as 
though it would be impossible to se- 
cure the rate at all, but the Missouri 
Pacific, the M., K. & T., the Frisco, 
the Wabash and the Burlington have 
authorized the rate, and we confidently 
expect Memphis, the C. & A. and the 
Santa Fe to do so. Tickets will be 
on sale June 10, 11, 12, good to return 
including June 14. This is a splendid 
concession on the part of the rail- 
roads. I am making this announce- 


ment at the earliest possible moment. 
It was absolutely impossible to get the 
rate any sooner. 


Ewvery Indication 

points to a good convention at Se- 
dalia. Such reports will be made by 
the men in the field, and by the secre- 
tary, Bro. H. F. Davis, as will make the 
heart glad as we think of this blessed 
work of saving the children of Mis- 
souri for Jesus. Do not forget to write 
to Bro. H. B. Shane of Sedalia that 
you are coming and how many are 
coming with you if you want enter- 
tainment. 

Bro. Lampton is now at Hamilton. 
He closed his meeting at Linn Knoll 
with seven additions. 

Bro. Gaylor is now at Carl Jct. A 
lot has been bought and congregation 
organized and building will begin at 
once. 

The money for state missions during 
this last week has come in very slow- 
ly. We must have a revival of inter- 
est, and we are sure that we will. The 
messages to us indicate that such will 
be the case, but let it not be too late. 

During the last few weeks there have 
been quite a number of church rallies 
The First Church in Kansas City, Mar- 
shall, Slater, California and Louisiana 
and next Lord’s day comes the one at 
Monroe City. All these are held in the 
interest of mission work. The one at 
the First Church in Kansas City will 
net not less than $1,400, which is a 
great victory. It was the privilege of 
the secretary to be present at Marshall, 
Slater and California. More and more 
every year is the mission rally idea 
taking hold of our churches, and so 
far, my observation has led me to be- 
lieve that it is a splendid way to en- 
large the knowledge of the people con- 
cerning all our mission interests, thus 
deepening their interest in all these 
great enterprises, and as a matter of 
necessity their liberality thereto. A 
rally conducted right is a spendid 
thing. A rally misconducted will be a 
failure, and so will any other plan. 

The convention of the Sedalia dis- 
trict met this week at Warrensburg. 
The program was full of interest from 
start to finish, the leading addresses 
being delivered by W. F. Richardson 
and J. H. Hardin. The report of Sec- 
retary Blalock showed that one meet- 
ing had been held, resulting in the re- 
organization of the church at Malta 
Bend. The treasurer reported an in- 
debtedness of about $200, and, like the 
man in the parable, he had “nothing 
wherewith to pay.” I believe that the 
Secret of our success in the state in 
the future lies in a much more effi- 
cient county organization. C. C. Hill 
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of California was elected president; W. 
J. Fulks, treasurer, and J. H. Allen of 
Bunceton, corresponding secretary. We 
hope for a great year’s work. 

The time for the State Bible-school 
convention at Sedalia is drawing very 
near. We are receiving inquiries con- 
stantly concerning railroad rates. We 
ean only say that we are almost cer- 
tain to secure the same rate we have 
had for several years past—one fare 
for the round trip. Definite announce- 
ment later. 

I wish to ask the preachers in the 
state a very heart-searching question. 
Have you done all in your power to 
get your church to do all that it could 
for the state work? If not, will you 
not present this urgent matter before 
the congregation? I pray you by all 
the needs of our work, and they are 
great and many, by the destitute fields 
that are crying for our assistance, do 
not neglect this, but present it at once. 

T. A. Abbott, Kansas City, Mo. 





ST. LOVIS LETTER. 


G. Lyle Smith of Terrell, Texas, 
comes to First Church, Paris, Texas, as 
my successor. It is not often that 
the departing “pastor” suggests the 
name of his follower, as is true in this 
case. 

The Ministerial Alliance of St. Louis 
has buckled on the armor and an- 
nounce their determination to begin to 
commence to get ready to prepare for 
a proper “exhibit” of religion at the 
Louisiana Purchase Exposition. The 
mills of these gods indeed grind with 
due reverance and deliberateness, and 
the indications are that the St. Louis 
Alliance will be ready by the next 
centennial—or perhaps the next—to do 
the proper thing by the religious in- 
terests of the country. 

The program committee of the min- 
isters of Christian churches in the vi- 
cinity of St. Louis changed the bill 
of fare a little at our last meeting. We 
heard outlines of the sermons deliv- 
ered the day before. It gave a fine 
insight into manner and method, and 
although some of the “clergy” did not 
show “heads” nor “tails” of their out- 
lines, the meeting, as a diversion, was 
helpful. Our city mission board has 
been merged into a general organiza- 
tion, representative of all our churches 
in St. Louis, somewhat after the “Kan- 
sas City plan.” It is promising results 

and that is what we want. 

James N. Crutcher. 


OHIO LETTER. 


“Akron means high. It is in Summit 
county. The church is on High street. 
It is a tip top place to hold a conven- 
tion.” 

Secretary Bartlett had sounded this 
slogan in the ears of all the preachers 
and churches of Ohio for months until 
we were all on fire with a desire to 
participate in the great convention 
that was to be. It was indeed a great 
convention. In numbers and in per- 
sonnel it must have been gratifying in- 
deed to the management. Five hun- 





dred and sixty delegates were enrolled 
who came from outside of Akron. This 
is the largest attendance in the history 
of the society—larger than any na- 
tional convention until within a very 
few years. 

The excellent program was carried 
out almost exactly as planned. B. L. 
Smith was prevented from addressing 
the convention on Home Missions by 
the sickness of his wife. G. L. Whar- 
ton was unable to be present and 
give his message on “The Unity of 
Missions.” 

Words of sympathy were sent to 
these brethren. 

The place of the former was filled 
by A. M. Harvuot, and Dr. H. L. Wil- 
lett gave an address in the place of 
the latter. 

A feature of the program was a sym- 
posium on “Increased Ohio Day Offer- 
ings” by those pastors who had had 
successful experience in this work. The 
observing of Ohio Day in November 
as recommended by the conference of 
all our state secretaries has been very 
satisfactory in its results. 

The total amount raised by the state 
board the past year was $15,344.17; of 
this sum $8,285.33 were from churches 
and individuals. For all missionary 
purposes Ohio Disciples gave last year 
$70,668. This is approximately $1 each. 
The record will compare favorably 
with others, perhaps, but it is far from 
enough. 

The new president is to be Justin N. 
Green, of the Foreign Missionary of- 
fice in Cincinnati. The efficient cor- 
responding secretary, S. H. Bartlett, 
was of course re-elected. His work 
has been most satisfactory. 

The place had in the convention by 
older brethren was noticeable and 
commendable. Mature men were on 
the program as well as “coming” men. 
In the counsels aged ones were heard 
with respect and with profit. It will 
be a sorry day when we cease to use 
and to love the brethren who have 
amassed riches of wisdom in the hard 
experiences that have come to them in 
service. 

The Bible studies of Bro. Willett in 
the five chapterless books of the Bible 
were full of profit. Especially appre- 
ciated and far-reaching in its influence 
was his splendid address on “The Tes- 
timony of the Disciples in the Twen- 
tieth Century.” A renewed emphasis 
on the fact that our mission is to the 
religious world, that it is a mission of 
love and can best be accomplished in 
a spirit of love and fraternity is al- 
ways in place. 

A resolution was offered by C. A. 
Freer looking to the solution of the 
question of pastorless churches and 
unworthy preachers. It occasioned 
spirited discussion, which can not be 
anything but profitable. An awaken- 
ing of interest was no doubt one of the 
ends aimed at in the resolution. No 
action of this kind was taken. Possi- 
bly the best and the only sure way to 
manage the problem is by education 
of the churches in business-like and 
safe methods of securing pastors. A 
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spirit of warm fraternity among the 
churches will secure a willingness to 
co-operate—and to accept the advice 
of churches and brethren who know 
the characters of preachers. 

Next year the convention meets at 
Columbus. It will be the fiftieth an- 
niversary. The watchword is 2,000 
delegates, $25,000 for state missions, 
$100,000 for all missionary purposes, 
and 10,000 conversions this year. It 
will be noted that even in this Jubilee 
year the Ohio society has a care for 
other missionary interests and _ ral- 
lies the forces for larger things for all 
missionary enterprises. There is that 
scattereth and yet increaseth. 

The scribe was unable to reach Ak- 
ron in time for the excellent program 
of the C. W. B. M., but our ladies need 
no supervision! They do always give 
us of the best. 


Dayton. I. J. Cahill. 





WHY NOT NOW? 


Many questions reach me in regard 
to the Christian Home. “What is it?” 

The home to be built in Hot Springs 
is to be in the fullest sense a Christian 
home, at which Christians can stop 
while in the city, at reasonable rates. 
surrounded by every Christian influ- 
ence. It is for the purpose of saving 
thousands of dollars of money spent 
here by the brethren, the profi:s which 
are derived from their board and lodg- 
ing going to maintain a free sanitari- 
um in connection with the home, for 
the sick and worthy destitute breth- 
ren, who are now often left on the 
streets to perish, thus saving lives and 
fulfilling Matt. xxv: 31-41. 

“What can we do with it?” We can 
shelter the homeless brother or sister, 
and child, feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, visit the sick, give drink to the 
thirsty and preach the gospel to all 
the ends of the earth, for the people 
gather here from every land. 

“Where are you going to get the 
money?” Some of it from you, my 
brother, my sister. Why not now? We 
are asking for 50,000 brethren who will 
be one to give $1 each out of the 16,- 
000,000 followers of Christ. You are 
one. Come join us in this holy min- 
istry. 

“Have you anything in sight?” Yes, 
about $4,000. 

Dear brother, this is by no means a 
visionary, mushroom scheme which 
will fall through with the passing 
months. No, No, the need is too great. 
Hearts bleed, brethren call for help. 
We can not refuse. We hold a certifi- 
cate of incorporation from the state of 
Arkansas. Good men are behind the 
enterprise who understand Christian- 
ity and love humanity. Plans adopt- 
ed are the very best business meth- 
ods. The principal is kept loaned, and 
the interest added every year to it. 
With only a few thousand dollars, the 
fund will in a few years create itself. 
The amount needed is $75,000. 

The wise course is for every one to 
“rise right up” and say: “Let us do 


this at once, and pass on to other im- 
portant interests.”” Why not now? Why 
wait years? Why not send your offer- 
ing today? Your duty will then be dis- 
charged. Address T. Nelson Kincaid, 
president, Hot Springs, Ark. 


TIDEWATER DISTRICT 
VIRGINIA. 


Churches and schools will remember 
our annual gathering at Bowling 
Green, Va., August 6-9. 

Your board will meet on Jan. 18 to 
arrange a program. If anyone has 
any suggestions that will be for the 
good of our work send them to any 
member of the board before its meet- 
ing. The indifference displayed this 
year by a large number of our 
churches and schools is discouraging. 
We can not get them interested in our 
local work at all, yet they seem to be 
interested in the general and larger 
work of the brotherhood. If we don’t 
keep our own fences in order, how can 
we expect to save our crops for the 
larger work? We know of no place in 
our brotherhood where money can be 
spent to better purpose than in Tide- 
water district, Norfolk, Portsmouth, 
Berkley, Pinners Point, East Newport 
News and many other points that it is 
useless to mention where our cause is 
suffering for the want of co-operative 
work on the part of our people, and 
yet we can not so much as get our 
brethren interested in the work as to 
arrange dates and work up an inter- 
est in their congregations to aid our 
secretary when he visits them. Let 
our churches commence now to select 
two or three of their best men and 
urge them to attend our annual meet- 
ing this year, so some progressive 
work can be planned for next year. 

Unless the brethren in Tidewater in- 
tend to render more aid to the men 
they elect to do their work on their 
boards they had just as well abandon 
district work. What shall be done, 
brethren? 

Our Fiscal year ends June 30th and 
we are behind in raising funds for 
evangelizing in our district. Bro. J. 
T. T. Hundley, our secretary, is writ- 
ing and visiting all delinquent 
churches and we hope for good re- 
sults. Brethren it lies with you to say 
what the result shall be. Your board 
is helpless without your assistance. 

Cowardin Avenue Church, Manches- 
ter, has secured the services of H. H. 
Moore of Mathews C. H., Va., who 
will take charge of that field June 1. 
This leaves Mathews C. H., Holy 
Grove and Oak Grove churches with- 
out a man. Ashland and Independ- 
ence are also without a pastor. 

The West End Church, Richmond, 
closed a two weeks’ meeting on May 
5. There have been twenty-two addi- 
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tions since April 2d, the commence- 
ment of our work. 


Go the Sunday School of 
Gidewater. 


The time for our convention at 
Bowling Green is rapidly approaching, 
and it is the earnest wish of the board 
that the Sunday schools of the district 
shall have a conspicuous place in its 


proceedings. Too little interest has’ 


heretofore been given this most im- 
portant factor in the great work in 
which we are engaged in Christianiz- 
ing the world. It is the wish of the 
board to have a grand rally at the 
convention of the best workers in 
each school, that we may keep apace 
with the most approved methods of 
conducting Sunday schools and catch 
the inspiration of some of the most 
successful workers engaged in this 
department. It is to be hoped that 
one entire day will be given to this in- 
terest and arrangements are being 
made to secure the services of men 
born in the work. Now to get from 
these efforts all the possible good we 
can, the schools must show an inter- 
est in this matter by talking the mat- 
ter over, arranging for same and pro- 
viding the means to make it the 
grandest and most profitable occasion 
of our whole convention experience. 
Further notice will be given as to 
what may be expected at the Bowling 
Green convention. A. F. Bagby. 
District Superintendent. 
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MORE LOVE COCHRISGC. 
More love to thee, O Christ! 
More love to thee! 
Hear thou the prayer I make, 
On bended knee; 
This is my earnest plea— 
More love, O Christ! to thee, 
More love to thee! 


Once earthly joy I craved, 
Sought peace and rest; 

Now thee alone I seek, 
Give what is best; 

This all my prayer shall be— 

More love, O Christ! to thee, 
More love to thee! 


Let sorrow do its work, 
Send grief and pain; 

Sweet are thy messengers, 
Sweet their refrain, 

When they can sing with me— 

More love, O Christ! to thee, 
More love to thee! 


Then shall my latest breath 
Whisper thy praise; 
This be the parting cry 
My heart shall raise— 
This still its prayer shall be— 
More love, O Christ, to thee, 
More love to thee! 
Elizabeth Payson Prentiss. 





EARLY CONVERSIONS. 

A farmer on a cool afternoon was 
gathering his sheep and lambs into 
the barn, to shelter them from the 
weather. His minister asked him 
why he was so anxious to get the little 
lambs in. He replied: 

“If they stay out all night they will 
freeze to death before morning.” 

“But,” said the minister, “why not 
let them stay out several nights to 
see if they are going <o live, and then 
take them in?” 

The farmer’s child had recently pro- 
fessed conversion, and he had said she 
was too young to join the ckurch, 
that she had better wait to see if she 
was going to be pious. His own con- 
duct about the lambs convinced him 
of his error, and he consented for his 
child to be taken into the fold. ° 

A little girl was refused admission 
into the church because they thcught 
her too young. She leaped upon her 
pastor’s bosom and said: 

“Jesus did not treat me so when I 
went to him; he received me, and 
now you turn me away.” 

The pastor clasped her to his bosom 
and said: 

“No, my child, we will not turn you 
away.” And she was received. 

Some of the most consistent and 
useful Christians that ever lived were 
converted at seven, nine, ten and 
eleven years of age. And the Lord 
Says, “I love them that love me, and 
they that seek me early shall find me.” 


A cabman signed the 





pledge for 


THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST. 


Rev. Charles Garrett, but soon after 
broke it. Conscience-stricken and 
ashamed, he tried to keep out of the 
way of his friend; but Mr. Garrett ws 
not to be put off. One day he found 
the poor, miserable man, and, taking 
hold of his hand, he said: 

“John, when the road is slippery, 
and your cab-horse falls down, what 
do you do with him?” 

“I help him up again,” replied Jobn. 

“Well, I have come to do the same,”’ 
said Mr. Garrett, affectionately; “the 
road was slippery, I know, John, and 
you fell, but there’s my hand to help 
you up again.” 

The cabman’s heart was thrilled. 
He caught his friend’s hand in a vice- 
like grip, and said: 

“God bless you, sir; 
have cause to regret 
fal again.” 

And to this day he 





you'll never 
this—I'll never 


kept his word. 


Am I to thank God for everything? 
Am I to thank him for bereavement, 
for pain, for poverty, for toil? Must 
1 lift up my hands over my dead and 
say: “Father, I thank thee that thou 
hast taken away my friend?” Is it 
pleasing to my Father that loss should 
be pleasant to me? Is it good that I 
should be told to give thanks in 
everything? Be stili, my soul, thou 
hast misread the message. It is not 
to give thanks for everything but to 
give thanks in everything. It is not 
to praise God for the night but to 
bless him that the night is not deeper. 
I have read of the Son of Man that 
he gave thanks over the symbol of his 
broken body. Not for the pain, but 
for the mitigation of pain, did the Son 
of Man give thanks—not that his body 
was broken, but that it was broken 
for me. In thine hour of sorrow give 
thanks like Jesus.—Matheson. 


Illustrating the fact that Jesus sym- 
pathizes with and seeks to help the 
poor and needy, one tells of a visit he 
once made to a doctor’s home: “Is 
your father at home?” I asked a 
small child on our village doctor’s 
doorstep. “No,” he said, “he’s away.” 
“Where do you think I could find 
him?” “Well,” he said, with a con- 
sidering air, “you’ve got to look for 
some place where people are sick or 
hurt or something like that. I don’t 
know where he is, but he’s helping 
somewhere.” 


GIVE WHAT COSTS. 


Another time the mother told them 
that it was nearing Christmas, and 
asked them what they could spare for 
the children who had no playthings. 
The one who did not like to give. 
said: “Mother, you know I like to 
keep my things. I love my things.” 
“Yes,” said his mother, “but as you 
have a new rocking-horse, I thought 
maybe you would like to give your 
small one to some poor little boy.” A 
short time after, to the mother’s sur- 
prise, she found the little fellow with 
a hammer, striking the horse as hard 
as he could. His mother exclaimed: 
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“What are you doing?” “Oh, mam- 
ma,” the child replied, “I am break- 
ing my horse, because it will be easier 
to give it after it is broken.” In that 
moment it came to me, how many of 
us find it easier to give when life is 
going and we can no longer use the 
money, or we give ourselves to God 
when broken by sickness. It is easier 
then—but is it noble? Is it the grand 
way to give that which costs us noth- 
ing? There was a deep lesson in this 
to me. The noble Psalmist of old 
said he would not give to God that 
which cost him nothing. The joy is 
in real self-sacrifice—to give what we 
love—to give what we value. [ am 
very much afraid it is with some of us 
as I heard it was with a congregation 
—among a people who used to say 





Amen. The minister said in prayer: 
“Lord, we give thee our hearts,” and 
the people said Amen. “Lord, we give 
thee our lives,” and the people said 
Amen. “Lord, we give thee our 
money,” but there was no Amen! 
WHY NOT? 
There is nothing more inspiring 


than the story of a triumphant life; 
a life that overcomes great difficul- 
ties, works itself clear of sharp limi- 
tations, and issues at 'ast in a large, 
free activity. It is an old story, but 
it remains the one story of which 
men never tire, but which seems to 
assuage a thirst of the seul. For the 
end of life is freedom and power. and 
those of us who miss these supreme 
results of ras Pradecesoset and toil and char- 
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Cancer Curep 
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acter feel that we have been defrauded 
of that which was our due. The old 
stories of magic carry a deep mean- 
ing under their wild extravagances; 
they betray the mighty passion of 
men for supremacy over things ma- 
terial and over inferio: orders of iife. 
The man with genii at his command 
could build palaces in a night, and 
rejoice in a marvelous mastery over 
the forces against which so many of 
his fellows seemed to measure their 
strength in vain. These magica] suc- 
cesses are only dreams of the real 
successes which all men acd women 
crave; which the noblest and most 
aspiring must conquer, or lose ut- 
erly the joy and sweetness oi living. 
These successes are, fortunately, not 
external, though they are generally ac- 


companied by visible trophies; they 
ere achievements of character, aad 
are independent of conditions and 
largely of human recognition. The 


man whose life, outwardly ali defeat, 
is steadily expanding in its interests 
and sympathies, steadily growing in 
power to bear and suffer and be 
strong, has the blessed consciousness 
of coming into his kingdom. No out- 
ward disaster, no external obstacle or 
limitation can ever defeat a true life; 
it can escape all these things as the 
bird escapes the perils of the snare 
and the net by flying above them. 
This highest of all successes lies 
within the grasp of every earnest man 
and woman, and it is rarely without 
attestations of its presence and value, 
even in the eyes of those who take 
small account of spiritual things. 
There is a force which streams from 
a noble nature which is as irresistible 
and pervasive as the sunlight. The 
warmth and the vitality of such na- 
tures, while they invigorate the 
strongest men and women about them, 
penetrate to the heart of clouded and 
obscure lives, and minister to their 
need. There is no success so satisfy- 
ing as that which is embodied in one’s 
character, and so cannot be taken 
from him, and the influence of 
which, embodied in the character of 
others, is also indestructible. 





THE VISION OF CHRIST. 


“O Christ, dear Master, if I could 
but see thee face to face, and feel the 


reality of thy blessed life!” I 
prayed. 
But at that moment my servant 


came to me with a broken cup, much 
prized, and now useless; and after 
coldly remarking that she ought to 
have had more care, I bade her go 
away and not disturb me; so she went 
away, unhappy and unforgiven. 

“O Christ, dear Master, if I could 
but hear thy blessed tones speaking 
to me!” I prayed yet again. 

But a little disturbing voice cried 
loudly and sadly at my door for a 
broken doll, and I bade the baby go 
away and not break in upon my quiet 
hour. 

“O Christ, dear Master, if I could 


but have a token of thy personal love 
for me!” I prayed yet a _ third 
time. e « 

But no voice or vision came to me, 
so I rose from my praying, and went 
about the house. My servant sang 
not as usual over her work, nor did 
she greet me as I passed; and there, 
in a corner, asleep with the recent 
tears on the little pale cheek, lay the 
child and her broken doll, , and her 
first great grief. 

And somewhere in my heart a voice 
spoke out clear, so that I could not 
choose but hear: “Forever, and for- 
ever, I, the Christ, am that which 
asks for love and compassion. These 
asked for both from thee, and thou 
gavedst not. Thou shouldst have 
looked for Me in them, and they would 
then have found Me in thee. Thou 
canst not find Me until thou art able 
to lose thyself in love and compassion. 
If thou wouldst know Me, thou must 
be Me.” 

So I picked up the baby and her 
broken doll, and spoke words of ten- 
der good cheer to my servant, and led 
them both out into the sweet garden, 
and the afternoon sunshine, to gather 
flowers and fruit; till, by-and-by, the 
air was full of laughter, and smiles 
were on all our faces. 

Oh, then I knew that behind our 
smiles was the face of Christ, and in 
our happy tones his voice. 

For Christ is the love that redeems, 
and the compassion that heals, and 
the unselfishness that brings joy, and 
makes man happy, even as God is 
happy.—L. Ormiston Chant, in Wom- 
an’s Herald. 





When a man declares to me, “I can- 
not believe \in miracles,” I reply, “I 
can, because I have witnessed them.” 
“When and where?” “On a certain 
street in this city is a man who was 
a week ago given over to every form 
of vice and brutality, and who is now 
a good citizen, an honest workman, a 
kind husband, a loving father, a pure 
upright man. Surely, that is such a 
miracle as makes me forever believe 
in the possibility of miracles.—Prof. 
Drummond. 





For Sleeplessness 
Take Horsford’s Acid Phos- 
phate. 


Dr. Patrick Booth, Oxford, N. C., 
says: “It acts admirably in insom- 
nia, especially of old people and con- 
valescents.” 





Lost on the Prairie. 


Fenimore Cooper, the celebrated 
American novelist, describes in one of 
his tales of frontier life, the experi- 
ence and trials of a wanderer, who 
strayed away from his companions and 
was lost in a vast prairie; how he 
wandered about, and at last lay down 
to die. 

This episode brings to mind the con- 


dition of many unfortunates, who, sick 
and miserable, try one thing and an- 
other in their search for health, and 
failing to find it, sink down in des- 
pair, into an early grave. 

Dr. Peter’s Blood Vitalizer brings a 
message of hope and good cheer to 
the sick and ailing. One bottle taken 
strictly according to directions will 
promptly demonstrate its efficacy. Un- 
like other medicines, it cannot be ob- 
tained in the drug stores. Special 
agents sell it. If there is none in your 
neighborhood, address Dr. Peter Fahr- 
ney, 112-114 S. Hoyne Ave., Chicago, 
Tl, 





WANTED—A position as stenogra- 
pher and typewriter or as instructor 
of shorthand and typewriting, by a 
lady who has had three years’ exper- 
ience. Can furnish the best of refer- 
ences. Address Box 227, Griswold, Ia. 





Grand Oriental cruise, Feb. 8th, by 
specially chartered S. S. “Celtic,” the 
largest steamship in the world, 74 
days at $400 up. Some choice $60 and 
$75 berths for sale on City of Rome 
June 29. F. C. Clark. 








CHILDREN’S DAY 


For Heathen Missions 
The First Sunday 
in June 1901, 


Will certainly be a Great Day. 

The Foreign Society will furnish the 
following, free of charge, to schools that 
observe the day in the interests of this 
work, 

1, Children’s Day Exercise, The Better 
Day, by Prof. P. H. Duncan. 

2. Missionary Pocxets. 

3. Children’s Day number of the Mis 
sionary Voice. 

Give the number in your school and all 
the necessary supplies will be furnished. 
Address at once, 

F. M. RAINS, Cor. Sec’y, 
Box 884, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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Free Reclinin Chair Cars, 
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your tic ot betw 











Burlington 
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It costs no more to ride 
on this beautiful train 
than on any other. 


Chicago-St.Paul 
Minneapolis 
Limited Express 


It is electric lighted and 
heated by steam, carries” 
a library-buffet-smoking 
car, a dining car a lacarte 
and everything there is 
to make one comfortable. 


Leaves CHICAGO 6.30 p. m. Daily 


By paying the closest attention 
to little details, by constantly 
inviting criticism and by provid- 
ing only the best of everything, 
our Dining Cars have achieved 
an international reputation. 


P. S. EUSTIS, Gen’! Pass'r Agent C. B. & Q. R. R. 
208 Adams Street, Chicago, Iii. 








THE DISCIPLES OF CHRIST. Bl 
CHURCH BELLS FN, ASE eens 
PREE 


Purest copper and tin only. Terms, etc., free. 
WoSHANE BELL FOUNDRY. Baltimore. Md. 


BELL FOUNDRY CO. 


Individual Communion 


- Outfits. Seed Ame foe « catalogue 
SANITARY COMMU SNION OUTFIT co, 
Box 53 Rochester, N. Y, 


Cures scalp diseases & be hair 
50c, and $1.00 at : 








THE RICHMOND DISPATCH, 


AMEMOAN 
Northville, Mich. 











Richmond, Va., 
is the leading Democratic paper in the state. Sub 
ription per annum, Daily, 66; Weekly, ¢1; Sunday 61.50 








West Virginia 
Christian 


PREACHER Do 0 yo u need a Sermon note 
book? We make them. 

A 288 page blank book, specially ruled, indexed, and 

bound in pebble black leather. Opens flat; size of 

your teacher's bible. Every preacher needs one. 

Prepaid to any address, $1.00. Satisfaction guaran- 

Address, 

EVANGELIST PUBLISHING CO., Atlanta, Ga. 


teed. 


of Christ in West Virginia. 
D. Power, B.Q. Denham, W. J. 
A. McLean are among its contributors. 


DR. A. W. TOTTEN. 


gets Fillings, - $1 up, Amalgam and rie 50c e. 


cents a year. 
Crowns, - $8 to 68) Pictes, 


Samples free. 


Broken plates repaired. Petes se win sd W. VA. CHRISTIAN CO. $ 
out local anss- gas, ° ° - . 
thotle, we Box 213 Cameron, W. Va. 
1480 W. Lombard &t., Baltimore. 
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Published in the interest of the churches 
B. L. Smith, P. 
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A NEW SONG BOOK 
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DITED by A. J. Showalter and E. G. Sewell. 320 pages; 
322 songs, retaining the best of the old, to which have 
Se" been added many new compositions by authors : 
note. Highly commended by all who have examined i 
Sample sheets to any address on application porter Be 
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MUSIC EDITION..BOARDS 
Single copy, by mail, prepaid. ...... $ 50 
Per dozen, by express, not prepaid.. 4 80 


MUSIC EDITION..CLOTH 
Single copy, by mail, prepaid 
Per dozen, by express, not prepaid.. 6 00 


Per dozen, by mail, prepaid .......-. 5 90 Per dozen, by mail, prepaid ........ 710 
WORD EDITION..BOARDS WORD EDITION..CLOTH 
Single copy, by mail, prepaid.. 20 Single copy, by mail; prepaid...... 25 


Per dozen, by express, not prepaid.. 7 a 
Per dozen, by mail, prepaid 


PUBLISHED IN BOTH ROUND AND SHAPED NOTES 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE PUBLISHING CO. Tinnessee 


Per dozen, by express, not prepaid.. 2 75 
Per dozen, by mail, prepaid 00 


ADORESS ALL 


























CHURCHES 


ORDERS TO 
Lighted by the FRINK System of Reflectors 


> 
: ¢ 
with Electric, Gas, Welsbach, Aoctytencoess 


@ LICENSED to _— electric and combination 
gas and electric fixtures. Send dimensions for estimate. 








i. P. FRINK, %; NEW "TORK. 

















Christian Melodies 


BY PROF. WM. J. KIRKPATRICK 


Professor Wm. J. Kirkpatrick, the author of CHRISTIAN MELODIES, is one of the leading and best known gospel song 
writers in the worl poten. His songs have been sung the world over in almost every town. Some of his songs have been 
translated and sung in all languages. He has the advantage of many years of experience as a musician and song writer, and 
has put the best productions of his life time, as well as the best songs of the principal song writers of the country, into 
CHRISTIAN ME IES. This certainly insures for this book the greatest variety and the best quality of songs. 


A Book of the Rarest Musical Gems 


This is the universal pronouncement of all musicians who have used or examined this new and popular 
song book. All responses from those using the book are enthusiastic praises. ‘‘Best book of the kind I 
have ever seen.’’” ‘The more we use it the better we like it.’’ ‘‘Gets better all the time;’’ etc. These are 
samples of expressions received. No other book on the market approaches it as an all-pu church song 
book. It is mechanically perfect, neat, artistic and durable. It contains 192 pages and 227 songs. 


CHRISTIANS CENTURY COMPANY 
C THC ANGO 


Fac-eimue of Coven, Reovero. Fror, Wm, ¢, Kinxparnicn. 


THE CHOICEST SONGS OF THE CENTURY 


Every song writer has a few favorite songs—or those which he regards as his best—and which make 
for the author his reputation. Every musician has also his own peculiar style. A book written so py 
by one man does not excel, as it has no variety of style and but a few very good songs. In CHRIS AN 
MELODIES, eighty leading song writers have contributed their favorite or best songs. This insures 
not only a collection of the most excellent songs, but also a pretest variety of style. This is why peo- 
ple never grow tired of the songs in CHRISTIAN MELODIES. Besides its large number of the latest 
songs it contains a great many of the old songs that have become popular favorites and never die. 

No expense was spared in the production of this book, The best songs were secured regardless of their 
cost. Many verv good songs were rejected because not good enough. No other book shows such care and 
yadgment in excluding the inferior and including only the best. No cheap devices or make shifts, 
such as rivets were used in binding. It is a hand sewed book, which is the best and most expensive style 
ot binding. If you want the most popular, best wearing and most satisfactory all-around song book get 
Christian Melodies, pronounced by all who have used it, «A Book of Gems.’’ It is the best and cheapest. 


Boards, $20, Limp Cloth, $17.50 per 100; $2.50 per doz., not prepaid; Single copy 25c postpaid. 


THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY COMPANY, 358 Dearborn Street, CHICAGO 











